Family and Friends email from August 31, 2010 

	
Jim Blankenship

 to Family 


	
	show details Aug 21 (10 days ago) 
	


	 

Thank You David..........

 

 ﻿ [image: image1]
  

-------Original Message-------
 

From: David.V

Date: 8/21/2010 2:39:52 PM

To: undisclosed-recipients

Subject: Ceremony-- St-germain des Grois- Orne - Low normandy-

 

[image: image2]
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A21_7icHdhE


-------Original Message-------
 

From: John Sparry

Date: 8/31/2010 3:26:30 PM

To: Family and Friends of the 505 RCT

Subject: Billy J. Fleming

 

Hello group! 
If anyone has information regarding Billy J. Fleming from D Company, please let Matt know at    
(His message is below...)

Thanks!
John Sparry


---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Matt Grogan <m 

Date: Mon, Aug 9, 2010 at 5:14 PM
Subject: Re: from Matt
To: John Sparry <jsp




Hi John,
 

His name was Billy J. Fleming. During Sicily and Italy I believe he was in the HQ section of "D" Company since he was in a Bazooka team. After that I believe he was in 2nd Platoon, but don't quote me on that.
I only knew him for 5 yrs. I met him when I started dating his grand-daughter. Bill and I hit it off right away and we became close friends. We went golfing almost every Monday and I helped him do numerous home improvement projects around his house. There was something different and special about that man.
I heard he was in the 82nd from my wife, but was told I shouldn't ask any questions. I only started to learn about his service after he passed away.
If you have any information on him at all, I would appreciate you passing it along.
 

Thanks, Matt
----- Original Message ----- 

From: John Sparry

To: mgr

Sent: Sunday, August 08, 2010 10:34 PM

Subject: Re: from Matt

Hello Matt,
Thanks for the note. Can you possibly tell me the name of your wife's grandfather? I probably do not know of him, but you never know. He and my grandfather certainly chewed up a lot of the same ground.
All the best,
John

On Sat, Aug 7, 2010 at 8:43 PM, <mg wrote:


John, Glad I checked the 505RCT page and stumbled onto this. I\'ve told my wife about this book, so she should be getting it for me for my birthday. My wifes Grandfather served in the 505th from Sicily to Germany. He was in D Co. and made all 4 combat jumps. I just wanted to say hello, and look forward to reading your book. Matt 




-- 
John Sparry
author of Jump Commander
Combat with the 82nd Airborne Division in WWII

John,

 

When was the photo made ?? If it was in the 40's then is was B&W

Color prints were seldom made until the early 60's

Looking forward to seeing you at Ft. Bragg. Save me a copy of your 

new book "Jump Commander" Can't wait to read it.

[image: image3]
﻿ ﻿ 

 AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY

 

 

Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: John Sparry

Date: 9/1/2010 12:43:47 AM

To: Family and Friends of the 505 RCT

Subject: Fwd: how can I get a copy IN COLOR IS SO GREAT BUT JUST TAKE BLACK & WHITE .

 

Hi all,

Not sure, but I think this message is legitimate. See below...

John Sparry

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: <t
Date: Tue, Aug 24, 2010 at 11:45 PM
Subject: how can I get a copy IN COLOR IS SO GREAT BUT JUST TAKE BLACK & WHITE .
To: js


WOW GREAT TO SEE MY GANG WONDER HOW MEANY R ALIVE?   TRULY       THEODORE
GACH 307th CO. B. MY COPY NOT WORKING OR SEND IT TO 
(thats my wife)    try for color  ''THANK YOU"  THEODORE.



-- 
John Sparry
author of Jump Commander
Combat with the 82nd Airborne Division in WWII

-------Original Message-------
 

From: D. MURPHY

Date: 9/1/2010 11:05:10 AM

To: family freinds of 505 Parachute regiment

Subject: Two american sisters -army nurses 90 and 93 yrs from WWII SME and Normandy

 

Does anyone remember the names of the WWII army nurses that were in SME and I think Amferville this year?...They are sisters aged 90 and 93 y.o...I am attempting to find them, as I have found a nurse who crashed at omaha in a glider and almost drowned on june 7th..She lives in naples FL..and is flying today to NCAROLINA  for a reunion of many divisions from the corps that were in WWII...I would like to introduce the nurses... and they might have some connections to themselves from different locations they served together through out normandy.. Please email any answers ASAP please to Dion Murphy( son of Bob M. 82nd airborne A505)    to this email

 
Thank you,
Dion

From: Tr
Date: 9/1/2010 5:07:25 PM

To: ff

Subject: Re: Fw: Two american sisters -army nurses 90 and 93 yrs from WWII SME and No...

 

Dion,

 

There were "many" glider runs after D-Day to Omaha Beach.  Many of them were carrying mail.  I wonder if this nurse was working at the Army Hospital that was set-up in D-3 (St. Laurent Draw)?  The runway strip was on the plain just to the left of that valley.  

 

Tim Roop

www.ww2dday.com 

 

PS: I've put my original map collection on Ebay under: D-Day Maps.  But not my uncle's original he carried on D-Day at Omaha-West.  

 

In a message dated 9/1/2010 4:25:33 P.M. Eastern Daylight Time,  writes:

	 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: D. MURPHY

Date: 9/1/2010 11:05:10 AM

To: family freinds of 505 Parachute regiment

Subject: Two american sisters -army nurses 90 and 93 yrs from WWII SME and Normandy

 

Does anyone remember the names of the WWII army nurses that were in SME and I think Amferville this year?...They are sisters aged 90 and 93 y.o...I am attempting to find them, as I have found a nurse who crashed at omaha in a glider and almost drowned on june 7th..She lives in naples FL..and is flying today to NCAROLINA  for a reunion of many divisions from the corps that were in WWII...I would like to introduce the nurses... and they might have some connections to themselves from different locations they served together through out normandy.. Please email any answers ASAP please to Dion Murphy( son of Bob M. 82nd airborne A505)    to this email
su
 
Thank you,
Dion

 


From: barbara sherer
Date: 9/3/2010 12:33:35 AM

To: Barbara Sherer

Subject: FW: Video streaming for Ilene's Memorial Service

 

	 

Hello Everyone,

 

Since the funeral home as wi-fi, a friend is going to going to video stream the funeral service.  Go to the link, click and remember to turn on the volume to your speakers.

 

The funeral starts at 12 noon, Pacific Time, 3 p.m. Eastern Time.  We wish you could join us in person but this may provide the opportunity to be with us in more than just spirit.  

 

The rest of the troops have gathered; Dad is still doing pretty well.  Thank you for the emails, calls and notes showering Dad and the rest of us with love and attention.  

 

Be well, thank you for your continued good wishes.

 

Love to all, Barbara


From: Janet Franco <>
Subject: FW: Video streaming for Ilene's Memorial Service
To: "Barbara Sherer" <
Date: Thursday, September 2, 2010, 8:44 PM

"I put up a page on Beth Sholom's web site: 
http:// - it has the video and the chat 
window."


-------Original Message-------
 

From: Ellen Peters

Date: 9/5/2010 5:03:12 PM

To: Family and Friends of the 505th RCT

Subject: New Members

 

Please join me in welcoming new members George Rajner and Jeff Clark.  George is the son of George Rajner, Sr. of D Co. who was killed on Hill 131 July 3, 1944.  Jeff is the nephew of William C. Clark of Service Co.  Jeff has a tribute website to his uncle at www2tribute.blogspot.com.

 

Ellen Peters, Secretary/Treasurer

Thanks Sara............jim

 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: RUSSELL W BROWN

Date: 9/7/2010 1:18:07 PM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: sisters

 

In case no one has answered about the sisters, Their names are Dorothy Sinner and Ellan Orkin 

address: 16 Nelson Street, Milford, Del, 19963

 

Sara B

-------Original Message-------
 

From: D. MURPHY

Date: 9/7/2010 8:35:37 PM

To: family freinds of 505 Parachute regiment

Subject: WWII nurses

 

TO ALL F&F505.
THANK YOU FOR ALL YOUR HELP AND ASST. WITH THIS INQUIRY OF THE SISTER NURSES..I FOUND THEM AND HAVE SPOKEN WITH THEM..I MET THEM BRIEFLY BUT NO ON CLEARLY EXPLAINED WHO THEY WERE AT LA FIERE AND THAT THEY KNEW OF MY FATHER..BOB MURPHY..
CHEERS,
DION

	-------Original Message-------
 

From: Ellen Peters

Date: 9/7/2010 5:32:13 PM

To: Family and Friends of the 505th RCT

Subject: Ilene Franco

 

    Ilene Franco was a wonderful woman who was well loved and will be greatly missed by all who knew her.   I first met the Franco family at the 2005 reunion and fell in love with them.  Especially, Ilene.   She had a wonderful sense of humor and was a lot of fun.  She always made me laugh.  At one of the reunions a few years ago Doc said to me, "I've been having fun with her for 60 years!"    My deepest condolences go out to Doc and the entire Franco family.  Attached is a photo of the Franco family from last year’s reunion in Seattle.
 
Ellen 
 

	





	


	226-The Franco Family.JPG
646K 


 
Attention Members..........Reunion is only two weeks away......If you have not made your reservations yet please do so now. We need to know how many are coming to Ft. Bragg so we can plan accordingly. If you called earlier to the hotel and was told there were no rooms left...that was a mistake on the hotels part. There are PLENTY Rooms for all of us. We do not want anyone to miss out on a wonderful chance to renew old friendships..For more info just reply to this message. We are looking forward to a great 

505 RCT reunion.

[image: image6]
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 AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY

 

 

Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

 
From: rjb

Date: 9/15/2010 9:19:56 PM

 

 

 

In one week, we will be gathering at Ft. Bragg for our reunion. Time has taken a toll on our numbers but not our spirit.
 
An important aspect of our Reunion is the Annual BOD Meeting and General membership meeting. Anyone who is presently on the BOD or any who wish to be, please contact me directly or Jim Blankenship so we have a heads up on Nominations to fill the Officer and Trustee positions for the 505RCT and the Family & Friends. Don''t be shy. The more volunteers the better.
 
See you in Fayetteville,
Bob Burns
-------Original Message-------
 

From: John Sparry

Date: 8/31/2010 3:26:30 PM

To: Family and Friends of the 505 RCT

Subject: Billy J. Fleming

 

Hello group! 
If anyone has information regarding Billy J. Fleming from D Company, please let Matt know at    m
(His message is below...)

Thanks!
John Sparry


---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Matt Grogan <m
Date: Mon, Aug 9, 2010 at 5:14 PM
Subject: Re: from Matt
To: John Sparry <js




Hi John,
 

His name was Billy J. Fleming. During Sicily and Italy I believe he was in the HQ section of "D" Company since he was in a Bazooka team. After that I believe he was in 2nd Platoon, but don't quote me on that.
I only knew him for 5 yrs. I met him when I started dating his grand-daughter. Bill and I hit it off right away and we became close friends. We went golfing almost every Monday and I helped him do numerous home improvement projects around his house. There was something different and special about that man.
I heard he was in the 82nd from my wife, but was told I shouldn't ask any questions. I only started to learn about his service after he passed away.
If you have any information on him at all, I would appreciate you passing it along.
 

Thanks, Matt
----- Original Message ----- 

From: John Sparry

To: m

Sent: Sunday, August 08, 2010 10:34 PM

Subject: Re: from Matt

Hello Matt,
Thanks for the note. Can you possibly tell me the name of your wife's grandfather? I probably do not know of him, but you never know. He and my grandfather certainly chewed up a lot of the same ground.
All the best,
John

On Sat, Aug 7, 2010 at 8:43 PM, <mg> wrote:


John, Glad I checked the 505RCT page and stumbled onto this. I\'ve told my wife about this book, so she should be getting it for me for my birthday. My wifes Grandfather served in the 505th from Sicily to Germany. He was in D Co. and made all 4 combat jumps. I just wanted to say hello, and look forward to reading your book. Matt 



-- 
John Sparry
author of Jump Commander
Combat with the 82nd Airborne Division in WWII

-------Original Message-------
 

From: John Sparry

Date: 9/20/2010 2:46:13 AM

To: Family and Friends of the 505 RCT

Subject: Fwd: Looking for Les Goodman

 

Please see the below request...

John Sparry

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: <mt
Date: Tue, Sep 14, 2010 at 1:43 PM
Subject: Looking for Les Goodman
To: 


I am searching a paratrooper from WWII.
Les Goodman was 19 years old when he was in Normandy (France) during WWII.
He was an MP Paratrooper.
He was probably born in California or lived there.
I have some very important informations for him and I am able to confirm
these informations that only him would know.
Thank you for your help.

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Ellen Peters

Date: 10/03/10 15:35:08

To: Family and Friends of the 505th RCT

Subject: New Member

 

Please join me in welcoming new member, Arthur Thibodeau, to Family and Friends.  Arthur is a great friend of Otis Sampson, Jr. and is quite knowledgeable on 82nd Airborne history.   He and his wife, Claire, attended the 505 RCT reunion.  

 

Ellen Peters, Secretary/Treasurer

	Many of his friends were at our 505RCT/F&F Reunion at Ft. Bragg and remembered the good times we shared  at our reunions and trips to Europe. We all miss Bob and the good times we had together.

[image: image7]
﻿ ﻿ Jim

  

-------Original Message-------
 

From: emile lacroix

Date: 10/1/2010 6:32:50 PM

To: PETERS Ellen;  505RCT Family & Friends

Cc: MURPHY Christina;  MURPHY Dion;  MURPHY Ryan

Subject: Remember our friend Bob.

 

Two years already that our good friend, Bob Murphy left us. On this 3rd of October we have a thought for him. 
I was proud to have been one of his numerous friends. Bob is missing us very much. We never forget him.
Emile Lacroix
 

	





2 attachments — Download all attachments   View all images   
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John Sparry
	Hello everyone, Does anyone know what company Clyde Wolf of Pennsylvania was ...

	Oct 3 (11 days ago) 
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John SparryLoading...
	Oct 3 (11 days ago) 
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John Sparry

 to Family, 


	
	show details Oct 3 (11 days ago) 
	


Hello everyone,

Does anyone know what company Clyde Wolf of Pennsylvania was in? 

Thank you,
John Sparry

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Mike Lupo < 
Date: Wed, Sep 22, 2010 at 5:12 PM
Subject: Re: Fwd: HELP WITH VET I.D.
To: John Sparry <


	Hi John-

 
             Took me almost a year, but my former detective skills found out name of the trooper I sent photos of is Clyde Wolf of Pennsylvania. Not sure which company, any help again is greatly appreciated!

 
Mike L.

 
-- On Tue, 10/6/09, John Sparry < > wrote:


From: John Sparry < >

Subject: Fwd: HELP WITH VET I.D.

To: "Family and Friends of the 505 RCT" < >, "Mike Lupo" < >
Date: Tuesday, October 6, 2009, 11:54 PM

The trooper in the pictures has been narrowed down to the 2nd Battalion 81mm unit. If anyone can identify him, please let me know.

Thank you,
John Sparry

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Family & Friends 505 RCT < >
Date: Sun, Oct 4, 2009 at 5:56 PM
Subject: Fwd: HELP WITH VET I.D.
To: Family & Friends 505RCT Membership <f


 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: John Sparry

Date: 10/3/2009 8:18:16 PM

To: Family and Friends of the 505 RCT

Cc: an

Subject: Fwd: HELP WITH VET I.D.

 

Can anyone identify man in the attached pictures? (read below)
Otis, he is a 2nd Battalion mortar man (but I don't know which company). 

John Sparry

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Mike Lupo <an
Date: Sat, Oct 3, 2009 at 4:08 PM
Subject: Re: HELP WITH VET I.D.

To: John Sparry <


John-

               Thanx for the response! I have narrowed it down to 2nd Battalion 81MM mortars section of the 505. He was from Pennsylvania and 2 pics attached. The photo taken in cemetery at Nijmegen during Market-Garden, he is standing in the middle. The other photo of him was taken in Naples or Sicily. Any help greatly appreciated! Thanks again...

 
All the Way!

M. Lupo

--- On Sat, 10/3/09, John Sparry <> wrote:


From: John Sparry <>
Subject: Re: HELP WITH VET I.D.
To: ANZI "Family and Friends of the 505 RCT" <ff5
Date: Saturday, October 3, 2009, 6:55 PM 

Hello ML,

Please email the photo to us and we will do our best to identify. It may be a bit of a long shot, but we will definitely do our best. 

If you don't mind, we would love to see the other pictures as well.

Thank you,
John Sparry
www.505RCT.org
On Fri, Sep 11, 2009 at 2:54 PM, < > wrote:

 HELLO-I HAVE PICS OF SOME TROOPERS FROM A BATTALION OF THE 505TH MORTAR
SECTION TAKEN IN HOLLAND DURING MARKET-GARDEN. I AM TRYING TO GET THE I.D.
OF ONE OF THE VETS IN THE PHOTO. I CAN SEND EMAIL OF THE PHOTO. ADVISE,
THANX...
ML





2 attachments — Download all attachments   View all images   
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-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 10/05/10 05:01:30

To: 

Subject: R: RE: Remember our friend Bob.

 


Bob had made His Great Jump two years ago and I miss He so much, as everybody who had the luck to meet Him. I hope we'll meet again in the final DZ.

ALL THE WAY!

 

Alex, Turin, Italy.

 


 

----Messaggio originale----
Da: 
Data: 03/10/2010 22.47
A: "Family & Friends 505RCT Membership"< 
Ogg: RE: Remember our friend Bob.

	 

 

 

 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: D. MURPHY

Date: 10/3/2010 3:10:14 PM

To: family freinds of 505 Parachute regiment

Subject: RE: Remember our friend Bob.

 

TO ALL THAT REMEMBERED BOB MURPHY....OUR FAMILY SINCERELY THANKS ALL OF YOU FOR YOUR KIND WORDS AND MEMORIES...IM SURE HE WOULD BE HONORED..
DION MURPHY, SON OF BOB 
 



Date: Sun, 3 Oct 2010 14:12:26 -0400
From: 
To: 
Subject: Re: Remember our friend Bob.

 

 

 

 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Ellen Peters

Date: 10/3/2010 1:24:55 PM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: Re: Remember our friend Bob.

 

I don't think a day goes by that I don't think of Bob.  He was a wonderful friend and is greatly missed by all who knew him.  His first C.O., Ed Sayre, recently said to me, "Bob was 16 years old when he came to me.  When I learned his age, I didn't care - he wanted to be there and he was a great soldier."  Bob made his first combat jump in Italy.  He was 17 years old.  Bob spent his life ensuring the deeds of the 505th PIR will be remembered.  He was Airborne All the Way.

Ellen



From: Family & Friends 505 RCT < 
To: Family & Friends 505RCT Membership < 
Sent: Fri, October 1, 2010 9:53:24 PM
Subject: Remember our friend Bob.
 

Many of his friends were at our 505RCT/F&F Reunion at Ft. Bragg and remembered the good times we shared  at our reunions and trips to Europe. We all miss Bob and the good times we had together.

[image: image26]
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-------Original Message-------
 

From: emile lacroix

Date: 10/1/2010 6:32:50 PM

To: PETERS Ellen;  505RCT Family & Friend

Cc: MURPHY Christina  MURPHY Dion  MURPHY Ryan

Subject: Remember our friend Bob.

 

Two years already that our good friend, Bob Murphy left us. On this 3rd of October we have a thought for him. 
I was proud to have been one of his numerous friends. Bob is missing us very much. We never forget him.
Emile Lacroix
 




From: Katie Troccoli
Date: 10/9/2010 10:15:26 PM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT  Chet Phillips

Subject: Fw: Vets Lifetime Achievement

 

	
Great story.

Katie


--- On Fri, 10/8/10, Thomas Laney < wrote:


From: Thomas Laney < 
Subject: Vets Lifetime Achievement
To: "Thomas Laney" < 
Cc: "Mrozek, Steven J SFC NGMI" < >, "Tim Keough" <T
Date: Friday, October 8, 2010, 6:08 AM

Hi folks-

 

This was one of the most moving ceremonies I have ever seen. Here's the Wisco Vets page with a picture of Gordy Starck, his family and the officers of the Wisconsin Veterans Board. I have more pictures. Some will go in Badger Airborne News, Facebook and the All Wisconsin Airborne Reporter. 

 

They also print the proclamation. Board OFFICER  Dan Naylor read it to the crowd and said later he almost choked up doing it. Board Officer Pete Moran who wrote the proclamation said he couldn't imagine jumping out of a perfectly good airplane once much more four times into fire!

 

Gordy said: "I don't deserve this. We lost so many good men. The real heroes never made it home. I was the only one of my Medic group to make it home." Then he broke down as we all did.

 

 At the 505's cemetery battle at Njmegan, Gordy had just finished bandaging one Trooper and was working on another when a friend yelled a lookout! Gordy looked up to see he was about to be bayoneted, turned and got slashed on his neck. Another of very many close calls

 

Later he told his wife Margie, "I fought all thorugh the war with my friends. I held my buddies in my arms when they died. Now leave alone goddam it."

 

But a lot of 505 PIR, 82nd Airborne guys did make it home because of medics like Gordy. He fought all the way from Africa to Berlin, repeatedly saved by his buddies as he saved them. He came home and made America great. 

 

Read the proclamation. Gordy Starck is one great man!


http://dva.state.wi.us/Board_Award.asp
 

SF/ATW,

 

Tom
-- 
  "The true soldier fights not because he hates what is in front of him, but because he loves what is behind him."  GK Chesterton


 

From: Katie Troccoli
Date: 10/9/2010 11:09:23 PM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Cc: Ellen Peters  Chet Phillips;  Airborne AndyAndersen

Subject: Re: The Open Door

 

	What a wonderful read!  
Airborne All The Way
Katie, a paratrooper's daughter

--- On Thu, 10/7/10, Family & Friends 505 RCT < > wrote:


From: Family & Friends 505 RCT < 
Subject: The Open Door
To: "Family & Friends 505RCT Membership" < 
Date: Thursday, October 7, 2010, 10:07 PM

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Ellen Peters

Date: 10/7/2010 9:03:12 PM

To: Family and Friends of the 505th RCT

Subject: The Open Door

 

Col (Ret) Keith Nightingale sent me the below in Honor of the Airborne Spirit and those Airborne soldiers who went before, are going and will always go in support of our Nation and its ideals.  

 

 

                                                                                             THE OPEN DOOR
 

            Everyone has a dream or a fantasy.  Mine-for many years-was to jump into Normandy as an 82d trooper. I had thought this since a small boy reading a Life Magazine article on D Day.  Sometimes dreams become reality and realized mine on the 40th anniversary of D Day as the commander of troops for the 82d Airborne on their first return to Normandy since 6 June 1944.  This led to all else that follows.
 

            As Commander of 2-505, I had suggested to MG Jim Lindsay, that the 82d return to Normandy for the 40th Anniversary.  The Division had not been back to France since the 6th of June 1944 and this was long overdue for the Division, the Nation and our Airborne Vets.  He approved and I began a year of preparing the handpicked soldiers from throughout the Division for this historic return.  We established a reading program as well as historical reviews .  Each regimental unit and support element had to study and brief the events and actions of their veteran predecessors.  One of my tasks and most personally rewarding was to talk to some of the key players of the Division on D Day as well as the enlisted soldiers who did the heavy lifting.  On several occasions, they talked to the assembled soldiers who would retrace their path.  These talks and the subsequent history lessons transformed this  from another task to be accomplished to a personal quest and homage of remembrance of those that had gone before. 

            General Gavin, though frail and somewhat hesitant in speech, clearly showed the fire and strength that made him the most revered of combat leaders.  He addressed our group directly, said what a wonderful honor it would be to return and that we were going to be successful in any battlefield and any war because we were Airborne and there weren’t any better soldiers in the world.  When he finished, we knew we would go wherever he directed.  Later, a vet from the 505, Bill Sullivan, told us that his most significant personal moment came when in England, BG Gavin stood on a jeep hood to address the 505 PIR and said; 

                     “I will not lead you to Normandy , I will take you.”  
Leadership cannot be taught but in the most cursory way.  Gen Gavin was  born with immense quantities in his core which was clear to us and consistently reinforced by the vets.  If he would take us, we would all surely follow. 

            General Ridgeway was interviewed by me at his home near Pittsburgh .  He was in his 90’s and still active, engaged and enthused with life.  He recounted the training in England and the immense pride he held for the soldiers and their ability to overcome the worst of circumstances.  He addressed North Africa , Sicily , Salerno and Normandy .  In his kitchen, he lost 40 years of age and was on the ground of which he spoke.  The immensity of his pride in his soldiers was clear. For all of his titles, ranks and positions, his time as Commander of the 82d and its soldiers was in the front of his personal honors list.  Looking into his dark eagle eyes combined with his direct delivery, there was no doubt you would do what he told you to and that it was the right and only answer.  The measure of the man who saved our army in Korea had never changed from what the troopers knew in Africa . 

            Ben Vandervoort spoke to us on several occasions as he lived relatively close by in Hilton Head.  He was always humble, direct and matter of fact.  You didn’t realize he was a god from Olympus unless you were paying close attention.  He had a great humanity and an immensity of character as well as a very clear vision of what had to be done and how it had to be done.  Any soldier that served with him knew he was in the presence of someone very special and would probably be much better for the association.  He didn’t advertise as he didn’t need to. 

            By late May of 1984, our group got on the C130’s and headed to the UK to begin this voyage of remembrance.  Each of the 350 soldiers had realized his own epiphany and the legacy he was tracing.  More than one soldier told me, referring to the many vets we had encountered- We will not fail you.  A sense of purpose and dedication was clear to us all. 

            Our force of about 350 airborne soldiers, with the new Division CG, Ed Trobaugh, assembled at RAF Lynham much as the originals did on their day of days.  Other than a difference in aircraft-C130’s for C47’s- the scene would have been very familiar to the originals which gave us all a sense of poignancy and reflection.  Many vets had followed us throughout our England tour and were at the airfield to mingle and see us off.  

            The aircraft were lined on the ramp, doors open with each stick of fully loaded soldiers sitting under the shade of the wings with their equipment and parachutes in various stages of dress and undress. Ones and twos were lined behind the aircraft on the edge of the grass relieving themselves-an event all the vets volunteered was a direct reflection of their activities on D Day eve.  Jeeps were running back and forth with crews and messages.  For myself, I could close my eyes and relive what must have been and which we now so ardently had wished to participate-now we were there. 

            Slowly with full gear and a non-historic sunny sky, we loaded through the rear ramp and found our places on the red nylon outboard and in-board seats.  I was sitting in the third position on the stick and the CG at the eighth-where we guessed he would land mid-drop zone.  As the airborne commander, I had on a headset connecting me with the pilot and crew.  In that this event was drawing a huge population at St Mere Eglise and we had half the brass and politicos in the world engaged, we were getting constant changes, adjustments and “suggestions,” much of which we ignored.  I talked to my DZSO, Cpt Dave McNeil from the DZ and he indicated the largest and most significant issue was people on the DZ and that the Gendarmes were only beginning to deal with the problem. 

            I was called forward by the pilot just before takeoff.  He was an older Colonel who shook my hand and introduced himself.  He said he had a special request-If it was ok with us, he would like to fly the course with the doors open as they did on the original run.  I thought it a good idea but said I had to get permission from the CG.  Gen Trobaugh, overcome with an avalanche of PR issues-not his forte-nodded and said OK.  I gave the pilot a thumbs up.  I had no idea beyond what he stated as to why this was important.  The engines began their rev up to takeoff and with a sudden release, we were rolling down the runway following the path of history. 

            Though the noise and blurring images through the now open doors were momentarily disconcerting, they brought a strange peacefulness and isolation to each of us.  It was clear that this was not an ordinary trip.  If anything, we were in a time machine.  I looked back on the troops and each was looking out the doors and immersed in the residue of his thoughts, distilled by all that had taken place to this moment.  This was a serious moment and not just another jump. 

Before the jump, we briefed our  plan and that of the original drop and had a number of airborne vets-US and Brit- talk to us on the ramp-among them LTC Ben Vandervoort-my predecessor battalion commander that night and LTG Napier Crookenden who jumped with the Brit 5 Para on D day.  There was a consistency about all of their discussions.  They displayed no bravado or ego which would have been expected and accepted in the light of history but rather joked and made matter of fact comments about the great weights they carried and the difficulty in getting into the aircraft, the problems with relieving themselves once loaded, excited plt ldrs yelling orders and mass confusion as to who and what went on which aircraft. 

            One enlisted vet described the incident where the Gammon grenade went off destroying an adjacent 82d aircraft and killing part of  the stick on the ground just before takeoff.  He related that one of the shaken survivors emerged from the aircraft with remnants of people and explosives on his uniform , struggled toward the closest aircraft occupied by the vet describing the incident and was pushed in the door by the ground crew-the vet said 

 “He wasn’t going to stay and we weren’t going to leave him.”  

Said in a quiet unemotional manner-it made a distinct impact on all of us.  Through the many individual veteran recounting, there was a very clear pride in doing what they did and an even clearer conviction that they would succeed-that made the greatest impact on us all.  Most of the troopers had never heard a shot fired in anger and most wondered how they would perform in combat. Every participating trooper knew he was taking part in a personally important moment and having the rare gift of being able to walk and talk with the ghosts.  

            Ben Vandervoort said the 24 hour delay on 4/5 June wasn’t wasted on much sleep-lots of poker, craps, conversation, letter writing, re-checking gear and just trying to get to the mess hall and back while eating in the pouring rain.  No pub crawl which was a disappointment to many.   The next day was as much an emotional drain as a break.  Most of the sleep achieved was under the wing of the C47 in the early evening of 5 June.  A fact which they would pay for later. 

            The invasion aircraft, like ours,  took off in almost broad daylight-around 2300 English double daylight savings time and blended into huge circles until all were airborne and then began to fly in a v of v’s south and east.  We followed in their wake. 

            The vets stood by the runway and waved at us as we passed.  What a flood of memories they must have held.  A consistent theme from the veterans -from Generals to privates-was the tremendous feeling of confidence and personal awe they felt as they looked out the door of their aircraft enroute to Normandy .  For the first time, they were able to put the true size and resource endeavor together in a personal visceral sense.  It was the one binding, overarching impression that uniformly affected them all and provided a tremendous sense of confidence-confidence in themselves and in the mission and was perhaps the single most unifying impression of that night.  General’s Ridgeway, Taylor and Gavin, LTC Vandervoort, PFC Murphy and countless other airborne vets had the same view out the door and the same lasting impressions.  This was a bonding moment that is so crucial to a soldier’s mental state going into combat. 

            During the invasion, most jump aircraft had their doors removed prior to takeoff from the UK . This permitted the jump masters (the senior officer or NCO on board) to have an unimpeded view of the sea and land below.  For PFC Murphy, that was virtual daylight as the pathfinder’s departed at roughly 2200 British Double Daylight Saving Time.  For the others, while it was after dusk, the full moon and the receding twilight still provided sufficient visual reference to the horizon and the English Channel below. 

            LTC Vandervoort, Commander, 2-505, looked out from his position by the open door as the plane reached altitude and leveled off. 

            I looked out and as far as I could see in front of me, in back of me and off to each side, the sky was filled with aircraft.  The V of V’s went to the horizons at all points of the compass.  I could see the slight tracing of contrails of the following jump aircraft in the receding rear as well as hundreds of fighters escorting us all on the flanks.  I had never seen so many aircraft at any one time and hardly realized so many existed.  
            I looked below as we flew the Channel.  All I could see was an immense trail of white wakes of the ships pointing toward France , the moon glinting off the barrage balloons tethered to them.  I felt I could have walked to France and never gotten my feet wet. I knew then we were going to win this war. 

            Gen Gavin.   Much the same but added; 

           I saw the immensity of the power we had concentrated for this moment, the focus of all our resources and preparation and thought to myself there wasn’t a force on earth that could stop us. I had always thought that of the invasion but now I knew it.            
            
Gen Taylor . 

            I looked out and was startled at the vastness of the air and sea force all moving steadily to France .  Its one thing to see it presented in a briefing and on paper but quite another to actually see it arrayed.  I turned to my aide and told him to look at it and remember the sight-he would never see its like again.  I then went to the middle of the aircraft and slept on the floor for a brief time. 

           PFC Murphy. 

           I looked out and said to my buddies, the German’s are in for a hell of a night. 

            

            As our aircraft ran down the runway with each soldier resting in his personal world,  I closed my eyes with those comments in my mind and reflected on this shared moment with those that I had interviewed prior to this flight.  Vandervoort, Gavin, Ridgeway, Murphy, Piper, Timmes and Sullivan independently had the same impression and reaction.  Paraphrasing- 

          I looked out and saw all those planes and ships and I realized for the first time what I was part of and what was about to happen. I had never seen so many ships and planes before. We were always training by ourselves and never saw all the parts, only our part.  From that moment, I was absolutely sure we were going to win.  I had never felt so good about anything or had such a sense of pride and confidence.  We were going to beat the Germans and I was going to be part of it. 

 In later conversations with vets I always made a point to ask them what they saw on their flight and their thoughts.  Universally, their impression was of the impact of the physical reality of  the immensity of the undertaking and their individual immediate absolute confidence in the outcome.  Our flight was insignificant compared to that but immensely important to each of us. 

            The flight was in brilliant English color-verdant green of the pastures below, then the white chalky beach and the deep blue-black English channel with high patches of bright white Monet-like clouds stretching to the horizon and a brilliant golden rising morning sun burning off the evening dew from the farm fields below-D Day in our minds was no longer in black and white.  D+40 was in brilliant color. 

The 250 knot wind coursed easily by the fuselage enveloping each of us in a  sensory canopy permitting the deepest personal reflections.  Unlike all other airborne movements, I didn’t see a single soldier sleeping-like me, each was in his own world taking a trip in which they were well-versed but had never replicated.  As I looked down both sides of the aircraft, I could see the intensity in their eyes that had been born by their exposure to this history and their part in it.   

            As we reached flight altitude, I was called on the headphones and asked for the second time to go to the cockpit. Somewhat bewildered,  I struggled there with all my gear and the pilot got out of his chair-highly unusual-extended his hand, looked me in the eye and said- 

“This is my last flight.  I am retiring after this mission as flight lead and from the Air Force Reserve.  40 years ago tonight I was flying a C47 as  flight lead for elements of the 82d Airborne.  Thankyou for making this happen.  This is one of the greatest moments of my life.”  
I was stunned speechless but returned his handshake and gave him a salute and said-“Thankyou”,  returning to my stick with a much clearer understanding of his original request.  What he must have seen and carried with him to be released at this moment in time…………. 

            The red light came on just before the Channel coast.  The other jumpmasters and I  stood up, hooked up and looked at the sticks.  My right foot was hooked in the open frame and the wind blew briskly by my uniform and equipment.  Each soldier in line-inboard and outboard stick-General through Private-looked up anxious and alert awaiting instructions as they had done 40 years before on this date.  

The verdant green broken checkerboard fields of Normandy swept as a blur past my eyes as we went through the timeless rituals of the jump commands-Stand Up.  Hook Up. Check static lines.  Check Equipment. Sound off for equipment check.  Stand by.  Looking at the men and their demeanor-they all knew that  not only were they jumping for the sake of history, they were part of it.  It was a moment. 

            At the 2 min warning, I placed both feet flush on the fuselage frame, reached out with my left hand, grasped the wind deflector and leaned out the door into the rush to confirm the drop zone.  I was momentarily transfixed by the warm humid air and  windblurred vision.  Then the landmarks became crystal clear in my mind-Vandervoort had said he flew his route on the map and aerial photos in his mind a hundred times so he could pick out key route features and insure his bearings.(This was prescient as he had the pilot turn off the red light once when he saw the pilot had misread the landmarks.  Had he followed the sequence, his stick would have landed miles from their intended drop zone).    

            In the brilliant rising morning sun,  I had it much easier and without ground fire.  Clearly distinguishable below were the key 101st  objective towns with their distinctive church towers, St Come Du Mont, St Marie Dumont,  further was Utah Beach and the critical causeways.  To the north, Omaha Beach and the receding coast toward the British beaches could be readily seen.  Then suddenly the patchwork quilt of the Norman fields and small villages and bisecting roads came up.  Then dead ahead-St Mere Eglise-distinct on the main Cherbourg-Carentan highway with its dramatic church square.  Just in front of it was a small curling stream of yellow smoke marking the drop zone.  Clear spot!  Thumbs up the JM’s and troops.  Stand In The Door!  The loadmaster stood to my rear with his fingers in front of my face counting the last 5 seconds……….Green Light.  Go!  We were jumping into a time warp.  The first two jumpers were away and I inserted myself in the column with the A/JM taking the door.  I watched my chute deploy, straightened out the lines and then looked down. 

            The drop zone was a sea of humanity.  Women, children, men, Gendarmes, French and US Army running across the narrow fields so thick they blotted out the ground.  I couldn’t see an open spot to steer to and  tried to move closest to the smoke.  The drop zone was a series of  typical small  hedgerow fields designated La Londe and had been theoretically isolated hours earlier by the gendarmes.  However, within a couple of hours of the jump, thousands of French infiltrated everywhere in their intense desire to see this return and touch the successors of those that came before and delivered them.  In Normandy , the invasion has always been current events and those that participated are truly treated as gods on earth never to be forgotten.  As surrogates, the first return en masse was a moment to be remembered by us but to be treasured by them. 

            In the air, I had this vision which I always carried of the St Mere church stained glass-of the airborne soldier suspended with the town on fire with raised knees.  I  assumed that pose for a moment in homage and then went about my business of looking for a safe spot to land.  If a town of 2,000 years history can redesign its entire heraldry and honor a single moment in time, so could I. 

            Fearing to hurt someone and no clear spot of ground to see, I tried to twist away from the closest mass but simply slammed into the ground, my parachute collapsing over several milling families.  While still lying on my back, I was grabbed by several small boys, a man and a woman-the man shook my hand and the boys grabbed my chute and helped me roll it up.  I couldn’t see a soldier for the exuberantly happy humanity surrounding each of us.  We were the surrogates for those people whose parents and grandparents could not perform the same act of gratitude 40 years before.  The 82d Airborne had returned to France but in truth it had never left-nor will it.  The cemetery at Omaha Beach attests to that. 




	HAPPY BIRTHDAY DUKE.........

 

[image: image27]
﻿ ﻿ 

 AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY

 

 

Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Ellen Peters

Date: 10/8/2010 12:47:55 PM

To: Family and Friends of the 505th RCT

Subject: Happy Birthday, Duke

 

Please join me in wishing Duke Boswell a very happy birthday.

 

Ellen
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Family & Friends 505 RCT

 


	
	show details Oct 11 (4 days ago) 
	


	 

 

 

 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Sandra Nash

Date: 10/11/2010 9:12:35 AM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: Re: Happy Birthday, Duke

 

Also on September 23, 2010, Ralph Stout, Jr, an airborne pathfinder and was in Bob Murphy's company turned 90
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 to me 


	
	show details Sep 8 
	


I would love to know if you have any information regarding this Veteran. I
am a collector and have his uniform in my collection.

Thanks, John
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John Sparry

 to Family, JRHOLZINGER 


	
	show details Sep 19 
	


Hello Group,

Does anyone have information regarding Paratrooper Vobroucek of G Co?

Thank you,
John Sparry

- Show quoted text -
---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: < 
Date: Wed, Sep 8, 2010 at 7:53 PM
Subject: T/5 CHARLES J. VOBROUCEK G/505
To: 


I would love to know if you have any information regarding this Veteran. I
am a collector and have his uniform in my collection.

Thanks, John


-- 
John Sparry
author of Jump Commander
Combat with the 82nd Airborne Division in WWII
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Holzinger

 to me 


	
	show details Sep 20 [image: image53.png]



	


Thanks in advance for any information you may have!

 

Here's what I know thus far:

 

Graduated Jump School 12SEPT1943

 

Assigned 505th PIR

 

Arrived No. Africa 10MAY1943

 

Wounded (right knee) 15SEPT1943

 

Reassigned to 697th Quartermaster Salvage and Repair in England after recovery

 

I have attached an immediate post-discharge pic of Trooper Vobroucek to jog any memories

- Show quoted text -
On Mon, Sep 20, 2010 at 1:43 AM, John Sparry < wrote:

Hello Group,

Does anyone have information regarding Paratrooper Vobroucek of G Co?

Thank you,
John Sparry

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: <
Date: Wed, Sep 8, 2010 at 7:53 PM
Subject: T/5 CHARLES J. VOBROUCEK G/505
To: 


I would love to know if you have any information regarding this Veteran. I
am a collector and have his uniform in my collection.

Thanks, John





-- 
John Sparry
author of Jump Commander
Combat with the 82nd Airborne Division in WWII

-- 
John R. Holzinger
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Family & Friends 505 RCT

 


	
	show details Nov 15 (5 days ago) 
	


	

From: 
To: 
CC: 
Sent: 11/14/2010 8:40:09 P.M. Mountain Standard Time
Subj: Re: Thanks for Vets Day coverage-need video
 

Abbie- thanks for the video link.  Let us know if you ever need Duke for any more interviews.

 

Barry O'Shea


----- Original Message -----
From: "Abbie Burke" <aburk
To: barry
Sent: Friday, November 12, 2010 2:08:22 PM
Subject: Re: Thanks for Vets Day coverage-need video

Hi Barry, 

 
I am so pleased that you liked the story yesterday. It was such an honor to meet MAJ Boswell and have a chance to talk with him. Here is a link to the story with the video that aired last night so you can send it to his friends and family. 

 
Thank you again! It was great to meet you!

 
http://www.coloradoconnection.com/news/story.aspx?id=539645
 
Abbie Burke

 

From: barry

Sent: Thursday, November 11, 2010 9:25 PM

To: aburke

Cc: Duke Boswell; Ralph Boswell; Gary Coulter

Subject: Thanks for Vets Day coverage-need video

 
Abbie-
 

I was at Mountain Ridge Middle School with MAJ Duke Boswell today for the ceremony.  Thank you for your article and your outstanding news story on him at 6:30 and 9pm.  How do we get a link to the news story video to send to Duke's family and his friends in the USA and Europe.
 

Barry O'Shea
friend of Duke


	to
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Mon, Nov 15, 2010 at 1:09 PM

	subject
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Re: Fwd: from Barb Carpenter

	mailed-by
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charter.net

	

	
	hide details Nov 15 (5 days ago) 
	


	John............This is what I have on Paul W. Peterson
Jim
 

22/44      2HHC  Peterson Paul W    ASN 37351078  CIB-N  
 

 

 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: John Sparry

Date: 11/14/2010 8:47:55 PM

To: Family and Friends of the 505 RCT

Subject: Fwd: from Barb Carpenter

 

Hello again,

Does anyone have any information regarding Paul Peterson? Please see the request below...

Thanks,
John Sparry

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: < 
Date: Fri, Oct 29, 2010 at 2:28 PM
Subject: from Barb Carpenter
To: 



My uncle, Paul Peterson served w/the 82nd. He still lives in New Mexico and works cattle. He is in pretty good shape and his mind is sharp as a tack. He was a cowboy in Colorado and raised 2 boys. We just celebrated his 90th birthday w/over 100 people present. I was wondering if anyone remembers him or served w/him during the war? 




-- 
John Sparry
author of Jump Commander
Combat with the 82nd Airborne Division in WWII


 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: p

Date: 1/10/2011 5:23:03 PM

To: vivianroger

Subject: Re: Check out 'Band of Brothers' Inspiration Dies at Age 92 -FoxNews.com

 

I have combined a part of my Dick Winters pictures and documents into

a photo tribute. SOphia and I had the honor to see him, and almost 50

other E/506 veterans, in Normandy during the Premiere of Band of

Brothers, back in 2001. It was the first time we saw him, although

I had been writing with him since the 90's.

A quiet man with alert eyes, a warm smile.

 

http://www.pararesearchteam.com/Dick-Winters.html
 

 

Donald & Sophia van den Bogert

http://www.pararesearchteam.com
 

 

 

Citeren vivianroger < >:

 

> Dear Friends,

>

> This is what I have on the death of Dick Winters, may he rest in peace.

>  And may we keep his memory alive.  Viv

>

> **

> Click here: 'Band of Brothers' Inspiration Dies at Age 92 - FoxNews.com

> <http://www.foxnews.com/us/2011/01/10/band-brothers-inspiration-dies-age/>

> ***

> *

 

From: Ellen Peters
Date: 1/11/2011 2:31:21 PM

To: Family and Friends of the 505th RCT

Subject: Otis Sampson turns 100!!

 

On January 19, famed 82nd Airborne mortarman, Otis Sampson, will be 100 years young.  F&F president, Katie Troccoli, and I will be traveling to California to help him celebrate.  If you would like to send Otis birthday wishes his address is:  Otis Sampson

                       33691 Rancho Vista Drive
                       Cathedral City, CA 92234

 

Otis will be recognized by Willard Scott on NBC's "Today Show"  Thursday, January 13.  The show runs from 8-10 am Eastern time; 7-9 am Central time; and I have no idea of the other time zones!!  Many thanks to Otis the younger for providing me with this information.

 

Ellen Peters

 

From: rjb
Date: 1/13/2011 1:46:36 PM

To: 

Subject: Fwd: Panther 100th birthday (UNCLASSIFIED)

 

-----Original Message-----
From: Schmidt, Jason R MSG MIL USA <jas
To: CS r schmitz <b
Cc: Jim Johnson <ros; Brown, Jason S MAJ MIL USA <jaso
Sent: Thu, Jan 13, 2011 12:12 pm
Subject: FW: Panther 100th birthday (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

Caveats: FOUO

Sir,CSM

The BDE PAO found an article for Mr.Otis Simpson and the celebration of his

100th Birthday. I have CC'd all that I think have a vested interest and the

ability to push it out to the right folks, the link is below.

v/r

SGM Jason Schmidt

3 BCT Plans SGM

"All The Way"

-----Original Message-----

From: Brown, Jason S MAJ MIL USA 

Sent: Thursday, January 13, 2011 11:47 AM

To: Schmidt, Jason R MSG MIL USA

Subject: Panther 100th birthday (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

Caveats: FOUO

SGM Schmidt,

  Check out this article, the air museum in Palm Springs will be hosting a

cake-cutting ceremony to celebrate Otis Simpson's 100th birthday.  It might

be worth sending to the Panther Association to publicize.

http://www.mydesert.com/article/20110113/NEWS01/101130352/1006/news01/Air+mu
seum+to+celebrate+vet+s+100th+birthday

ATW!

Jason S. Brown

MAJ, AV

Public Affairs Officer

3rd BCT, 82nd ABN DIV

http://www.facebook.com/panther.brigade
Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

Caveats: FOUO

	From: Katie Troccoli

Date: 2/8/2011 12:41:13 PM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT;  Ellen Peters;  Jim Blankenship  Barbara Fortenbaugh BarbaraGavin Fauntleroy  Chris Russell

Cc: 

Subject: Rev. George B. Wood

 

 

Dear Family and Friends of the 505RCT,

 

I received this e mail forward from 82ND Airborne Division Association National Past President Andy Andersen.  Please see the letters below.  I called Kathryn and had a wonderful conversation.  I told her about our upcoming reunion at Ft  Benning, we also spoke about All American Week at Ft. Bragg.  

 

I hope if you have any information to share with Kathryn you will please also share with the Family and Friends of the 505 RCT.  There seems to be limited information about Chaplin Wood available.

 

I remember Reverend "Chappy" Wood quite well.  My parents took me to many an Airborne Convention as a young girl and Chaplin Wood was always the featured speaker at the Memorial Luncheon.  What a powerful speaker.  Never a dry eye in the place.  And for good reason.  He was speaking about of fallen hero's.  He was beloved to my Father, as I am sure he was to all the men of the 82ND.

 

To Kathryn...welcome again to the Airborne Family. 

 

Airborne, All The Way!  

Katie Dumke Troccoli, a Paratrooper's Daughter (President Family & Friends 505RCT)

Ottawa, IL 

Cell Phone 

 

--- On Fri, 2/4/11, Airborne Andy < > wrote:


From: Airborne Andy <ai
Subject: FW: Rev. George B. Wood
To: "KATIE TROCCOLI" <
Date: Friday, February 4, 2011, 10:35 AM

 

-----Original Message-----
From: Candace Martin Executive Secretary [mailto:hq8
Sent: Thursday, December 16, 2010 2:29 PM
To: Woodside & Boemanns
Cc: 
Subject: Re: Rev. George B. Wood
Ms Du Fresne,

 

   I have heard many things about your father (all good) over the nine years I have worked here; unfortunately the gentlemen that I have heard the most from (PP Larry Law & Former Executive Director Manny De Jesus) have both passed on.  However, I am forwarding this email to the Past Presidents as I am sure they can shed more light on this subject than I can.

 

Airborne, 

 

 Candace

 

Executive Secretary

82d Airborne Division Association, Inc

 

-----Original Message----- 
From: Woodside & Boemanns 
Sent: Dec 9, 2010 1:57 PM 
To: hq82d
Subject: Rev. George B. Wood 

I would appreciate your help in providing me with some information on my father, Rev. George B. Wood.  I know that he was a past president of the 82nd Airborn Division Association, was instrumental in establishing the Scholarship Fund, and their is a chapel named after him at Fort Bragg, NC (Wood Memorial).  I am interested in information on his miliary career.  I know that he made 4 invasion jumps and would like to know what they were.  Any information that you can provide for me would be helpful.  
 

Please respond to 
 

Thank you for your help!
 

Kathryn H. Du Fresne
 Blairsville, GA 
 

Telephone:  


﻿ ﻿ 

 AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY

 

Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

Subject: Duke Boswell in Hospital
 

     
     
Just received this from Barry about Duke Boswell. We all hope he is doing better and to be coming home soon.
[image: image59]
 

 
-------Original Message-------
 
From: b
Date: 2/2/2011 12:11:31 AM
To: Friends/Family 505 RCT
 
 

I have heard from Duke's 2 sons (Ralph and Jamie) that he has been struggling since the Christmas holidays with pneumonia.  He is now in Memorial Hospital in Colorado Springs, Room 5626.  they hope to have him home by Friday this week.  Please keep him in your thoughts and prayers.  
 

 
 

Here is the info for sending cards or calling him:
 

 
 

Memorial Hospital
 

1400 E Boulder St  (Room 5626), 
Colorado Springs, CO 80909 
( 
 

 
 

 
 

When I last drove him to a dinner in December for the Army ROTC unit of the University of Colorado/Boulder, he was making plans to head back to Sainte Mere Eglise, Normandy, France in 2012 to celebrate again the DDay +68 jump with friends and locals.  He hopes to stay with Jean Marie Lemoigne again, just like we did in 2009 when this patriotic young French family of SME let Duke stay in their own bedroom while they stayed outside in their camper.  A very symbolic and truly heartfelt memory for a WW II veteran who liberated their town.  Airborne All The Way!
 

 
 

Barry O'Shea
 

Colorado Springs, CO
 

 AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY

 

 

Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

	Jim,

 

Please forward this to Family and Friends of the 505 RCT membership.  Donations for the event should be sent to our Treasurer earmarked Spring Formal:  

 

Family and Friends of the 505 RCT

Dallas, TX 75229-3805

 

With Best Regards.  Airborne All The Way

 

Katie Dumke Troccoli, President Family and Friends of the 505 RCT

 

Please see MSG Schmidt's email below.

 

One check will then be sent per request of Schmidt, Jason R MSG

--- On Tue, 2/15/11, Schmidt, Jason R MSG MIL USA < wrote:


From: Schmidt, Jason R MSG MIL USA < 
Subject: RE: Panther Spring Ball (UNCLASSIFIED)
To: "Katie Troccoli" < 
Cc: "Green, Michael D SGM MIL USA" < 
Date: Tuesday, February 15, 2011, 1:11 PM

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: FOUO

Katie,
The 3rd BDE will hold a Spring formal on the 21st of April this year. As per
our conversation, I am seeking any help that the Regimental Combat Team may
want to offer up to the BDE for its event to help offset the cost of the
event. Any help will be applied directly to lower the overall cost of the
ticket price for the Paratroopers in order to allow for maximum
participation. It will utilized for the venue, DJ, Catering etc... The event
will be held at the Crown Coliseum with General Lindsay as the guest
speaker. I am available to field any questions and appreciate your time in
this matter. Should you require anything from the BDE not connected with
this topic we stand ready to assist.
H-Minus!
v/r
SGM Jason Schmidt
3 BCT Plans SGM
Office: 
BB: 
"All The Way"




    


	From: Ellen Peters

Date: 2/21/2011 3:52:03 PM

To: Family and Friends of the 505th RCT

Subject: New Member

 

Please join me welcoming returning member of F&F, Dominic Biello.  Dominic is the webmaster for the 504th PIR.

 

Ellen Peters, Secretary/Treasurer
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 AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY
 
 
Jim Blankenship
Family & Friends 505RCT
Family and Friends of the 505 RCT, please see Randall's request below regarding flight info for operation Husky.
 

Thanks,

John Sparry

 

 

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: <randall

Date: Mon, Jan 17, 2011 at 8:59 AM

Subject: Operation Husky I, 9 July 1943

To: 

 

 

My uncle, a pilot of the 314th TCG, and his crew were KIA after leaving

their DZ during Husky I.  I am trying to reconstruct the events

surrounding the loss of C-53, A/C 42-68761.  I have several Casualty

Messages of the 505th as well as limited info from the USAAF on the loss

of this A/C. I would like to know if the 505th can help me locate a

paratrooper aircraft manifest for this aircraft for this mission.  This

A/C reportedly flew with the 32nd TCS, and some have said it was carring

"extra troops" for a "special drop,"  on Drop Zone R.

 

Thank you for any assistance you can provide.

 

 

--

John Sparry

author of Jump Commander

Combat with the 82nd Airborne Division in WWII

 

 

﻿ ﻿ 

 AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY

 

 

Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

My uncle, a pilot of the 314th TCG, and his crew were KIA after leaving
their DZ during Husky I.  I am trying to reconstruct the events
surrounding the loss of C-53, A/C 42-68761.  I have several Casualty
Messages of the 505th as well as limited info from the USAAF on the loss
of this A/C. I would like to know if the 505th can help me locate a
paratrooper aircraft manifest for this aircraft for this mission.  This
A/C reportedly flew with the 32nd TCS, and some have said it was carring
"extra troops" for a "special drop,"  on Drop Zone R.

Thank you for any assistance you can provide.
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John Sparry
	Randall, sorry for the slow reply. Family and Friends of the 505 RCT, please ...

	Feb 19 
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John SparryLoading...
	Feb 19 
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John Sparry

 to Family, randall.m.stil., bcc: Jim, bcc: Ellen 


	
	show details Feb 19 
	


Randall, sorry for the slow reply.

Family and Friends of the 505 RCT, please see Randall's request below regarding flight info for operation Husky.

Thanks,
John Sparry

- Show quoted text -
---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: <ra
Date: Mon, Jan 17, 2011 at 8:59 AM
Subject: Operation Husky I, 9 July 1943
To: jsp


My uncle, a pilot of the 314th TCG, and his crew were KIA after leaving
their DZ during Husky I.  I am trying to reconstruct the events
surrounding the loss of C-53, A/C 42-68761.  I have several Casualty
Messages of the 505th as well as limited info from the USAAF on the loss
of this A/C. I would like to know if the 505th can help me locate a
paratrooper aircraft manifest for this aircraft for this mission.  This
A/C reportedly flew with the 32nd TCS, and some have said it was carring
"extra troops" for a "special drop,"  on Drop Zone R.

Thank you for any assistance you can provide.


-- 
John Sparry
author of Jump Commander
Combat with the 82nd Airborne Division in WWII
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Stiles CIV Randall M

 to janrand, me, Family 


	
	show details Feb 22 [image: image82.png]



	


Mr. Sparry, Friends of the 505th RCT,

Many thanks for any information/assistance. I have all of my uncle's letters and they tell an incredible story, which I'm working on. One missing piece I'd really like to fill in is who were the paratroopers in C-53, A/C 42-68761 of the 32nd Troop Carrier Squadron and their mission.

Semper fidelis


Rand Stiles
MARCORSYSCOM, PMTRASYS

	From: John Sparry

Date: 2/26/2011 12:55:22 AM

To: Family and Friends of the 505 RCT

Subject: Fwd: pct Robert "Bob" Hughart
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This came in through our website. I read about Mr. Hughart in Four Stars of Valor.

 

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: < 
Date: Fri, Feb 25, 2011 at 7:16 PM
Subject: pct Robert "Bob" Hughart
To: 


My friend Bob Hughart (made all four jumps) lives
here in Cherokee Village, Ar. and will be turning
"90" years young on March 24th. I wonder if any
of his friends are looking for him?


	From: Ellen Peters

Date: 3/6/2011 4:49:50 PM

To: Family and Friends of the 505th RCT

Subject: Passing of Marion Sampson
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It is with great sadness that I inform you that Otis Sampson has lost his beloved wife of 63 years, Marion, on March 1.  Marion was a wonderful woman who was well loved.   Otis often told me what a good wife she was.  Otis met Marion during the war.  He was wounded in France and sent to a hospital in Wales.  Otis would sneak out of the hospital at night and go to town to attend the dances they had there.  It was there that he met Marion.  When Otis returned to the United States, he continued to correspond with Marion and eventually sent for her.

 

I only had the privilege of meeting Marion once - when I attended Otis' 100th birthday, but we spoke on the telephone on several occasions.  I always enjoyed talking to her.  She was a wonderful woman and she dearly loved Otis.

 

Cards can be sent to Otis at:  Otis Sampson

                                           

                                            Cathedral City, CA 92234

 

Ellen Peters

 
Time is growing short, so if any of you wish to make a donation to the 505th's Spring Ball, please make your check to FF505RCT Assn. And send it to me at

 

 

I will be sending one check from the association.

 

Your donation will help defray the costs of the ball.  This will help lower the cost of the tickets to the event and help to ensure that every soldier will be able to attend.

 

Please show your support for our brave active duty soldiers and send in your donation today.

 

Ellen Peters, Secretary/Treasurer

	From: Katie Troccoli

Date: 3/24/2011 1:46:41 PM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Cc: Chet Phillips

Subject: Fw: Museum to Host Medal of Honor Day Recognition
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--- On Tue, 3/22/11, Jim Ryder-ASOM < > wrote:


From: Jim Ryder-ASOM < 
Subject: Museum to Host Medal of Honor Day Recognition
To: 
Date: Tuesday, March 22, 2011, 9:22 AM

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE        CONTACT:     Jim Ryder
March 18, 2011                    Airborne & Special Operations
                            Museum Foundation
                            100 Bragg Blvd., Fayetteville NC 28301
                           


The Airborne & Special Operations Museum to Host Medal of Honor Day Recognition

FAYETTEVILLE, N.C. – Join the Airborne & Special Operations Museum Friday, March 25, to recognize National Medal of Honor Day.

According to Paul Galloway, Executive Director of the Airborne & Special Operations Museum Foundation, the museum will have special temporary exhibits regarding the Medal of Honor and Medal of Honor recipients. “We will also have trained volunteers throughout the museum gallery sharing stories of a few of the heroes so their stories will never be forgotten,” said Galloway.

In 1861 Iowa Senator James Grimes introduced S. No. 82 in the United States Senate, a bill designed to “promote the efficiency of the Navy” by authorizing the production and distribution of “medal of honor”. President Lincoln signed the bill and the (Navy) Medal of Honor was born.

Two months later Massachusetts Senator Henry Wilson introduced a similar bill, this one to authorize “the President to distribute medals to privates in the Army of the United States who shall distinguish themselves in battle.” Wording changed slightly over the next few months as the bill made its way through Congress. When President Lincoln signed the bill the Army Medal of Honor was born.

In addition to the Medal of Honor Day Recognition, the Airborne & Special Operations Museum Foundation is actively seeking funds to replace and upgrade the current Medal of Honor tribute in the museum. “The new wall will be a fitting tribute to the soldiers of the Airborne & Special Operations community who have received the Medal of Honor,” said Galloway. “It will also provide room to add future extraordinary soldiers who receive the medal and join this coveted brotherhood.”

To help support this future tribute call the ASOMF at    for more information.

THE MUSEUM
Located in downtown Fayetteville, the Airborne & Special Operations Museum is part of the U.S. Army Museum System and tells the story of Army airborne and special operations units from 1940 to the present. Museum hours: 10 a.m. – 5 P.m. Tuesday through Saturday, noon – 5 P.m. Sunday. Closed Monday; open Federal holiday Mondays. For more information call   or visit the website at www.asomf.org.

# # #


Kathryn-

 

I have good news for you in Georgia.  I have recieved a package for you from Henri Jean Renaud in Sainte Mere Eglise, Normandy, FRANCE.  It has 17 pages of photos, articles and memories of your father, Chaplain George B. Wood.  Your father is very famous at Ft Bragg, Ft Benning and especially in Sainte Mere Eglise, Normandy, France where he landed on DDay, 1944.

 

I am shipping it out to you today and you should receive it early next week.  Please do not hesitate to reach out to any of the people copied above in this email.  Many of them knew your father personally (Henri Jean Renaud, Duke Boswell, Barbara Gavin Fautleroy) and would love to talk to you about his airborne service.

 

Good luck to you getting your questions answered.

 

Barry O'Shea

Colorado Springs, CO

 

-----Original Message----- 
From: Woodside & Boemanns 
Sent: Dec 9, 2010 1:57 PM 
To: hq
Subject: Rev. George B. Wood 
I would appreciate your help in providing me with some information on my father, Rev. George B. Wood.  I know that he was a past president of the 82nd Airborn Division Association, was instrumental in establishing the Scholarship Fund, and their is a chapel named after him at Fort Bragg, NC (Wood Memorial).  I am interested in information on his miliary career.  I know that he made 4 invasion jumps and would like to know what they were.  Any information that you can provide for me would be helpful.  
 

Please respond to 
 

Thank you for your help!
 

Kathryn H. Du Fresne
 

Telephone:  
 


----- Forwarded Message -----
From: "Jim Blankenship" < 
To: "Family & Friends 505 RCT" < 
Sent: Wednesday, February 9, 2011 9:28:21 AM

	-------Original Message-------
 

From: Katie Troccoli

Date: 2/8/2011 12:41:13 PM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT;  Ellen Peters;  Jim Blankenship;  Barbara Fortenbaugh;  BarbaraGavin Fauntleroy;  Chris Russell

Cc: kdu

Subject: FW: Rev. George B. Wood

 

 

Dear Family and Friends of the 505RCT,

 

I received this e mail forward from 82ND Airborne Division Association National Past President Andy Andersen.  Please see the letters below.  I called Kathryn and had a wonderful conversation.  I told her about our upcoming reunion at Ft  Benning, we also spoke about All American Week at Ft. Bragg.  

 

I hope if you have any information to share with Kathryn you will please also share with the Family and Friends of the 505 RCT.  There seems to be limited information about Chaplin Wood available.

 

I remember Reverend "Chappy" Wood quite well.  My parents took me to many an Airborne Convention as a young girl and Chaplin Wood was always the featured speaker at the Memorial Luncheon.  What a powerful speaker.  Never a dry eye in the place.  And for good reason.  He was speaking about of fallen hero's.  He was beloved to my Father, as I am sure he was to all the men of the 82ND.

 

To Kathryn...welcome again to the Airborne Family. 

 

Airborne, All The Way!  

Katie Dumke Troccoli, a Paratrooper's Daughter (President Family & Friends 505RCT)

Cell Phone 

 

--- On Fri, 2/4/11, Airborne Andy < > wrote:


From: Airborne Andy < 
Subject: FW: Rev. George B. Wood
To: "KATIE TROCCOLI" < 
Date: Friday, February 4, 2011, 10:35 AM

 

-----Original Message-----
From: Candace Martin Executive Secretary [mailto: 
Sent: Thursday, December 16, 2010 2:29 PM
To: Woodside & Boemanns
Cc: 
Subject: Re: Rev. George B. Wood
Ms Du Fresne,

 

   I have heard many things about your father (all good) over the nine years I have worked here; unfortunately the gentlemen that I have heard the most from (PP Larry Law & Former Executive Director Manny De Jesus) have both passed on.  However, I am forwarding this email to the Past Presidents as I am sure they can shed more light on this subject than I can.

 

Airborne, 

 

 Candace

 

Executive Secretary

82d Airborne Division Association, Inc

 

-----Original Message----- 
From: Woodside & Boemanns 
Sent: Dec 9, 2010 1:57 PM 
To: hq8
Subject: Rev. George B. Wood 

I would appreciate your help in providing me with some information on my father, Rev. George B. Wood.  I know that he was a past president of the 82nd Airborn Division Association, was instrumental in establishing the Scholarship Fund, and their is a chapel named after him at Fort Bragg, NC (Wood Memorial).  I am interested in information on his miliary career.  I know that he made 4 invasion jumps and would like to know what they were.  Any information that you can provide for me would be helpful.  
 

Please respond to kdu
 

Thank you for your help!
 

Kathryn H. Du Fresne
 Blairsville, GA 30512
 

Telephone:  
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 AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY

 

 

Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

Kathryn-

 

Your email made my day.  I am so glad you got to talk to MAJ Duke Boswell about your father, Chaplain Wood, as they both made all 4 combat jumps with the 505 RCT.  I know you will be impressed with what Henri-Jean Renaud sent over for you from Sainte Mere Eglise, Normandie, France from his personal collection.  Feel free to reach out to anyone of us copied above if you and your family need more info about your famous father.  And thank you for donating many of his memories to the Ft Bragg Airborne Museum when he passed away.  

 

PS-the package was mailed late Saturday and should arrive by Weds 4/20.  Check out this 505 website link below with 2 vocal recordings of your father.  He had a powerful, inspiring voice and it is preserved on websites like these.  Your father will never be forgotten by the Airborne community.

 

http://www.505rct.org/media/audio/audio.asp
 

Barry O'Shea

Colorado Springs, CO


----- Original Message -----
From: 
To: 
Sent: Monday, April 18, 2011 7:15:57 AM
Subject: Re: Chaplain Wood package sent to his daughter

Thank you so much for the nice telephone call.  I had a very nice conversatin with Mr. Boswell and look forward to talking with him some more.  Thank you again for all your help!  Looking forward to receiving the package!
--
Kathryn H. DuFresne
 
Blairsville, Georgia 

	From: Ellen Peters

Date: 4/26/2011 5:19:21 PM

To: Family and Friends of the 505th RCT

Subject: New Member

 

Please join me in welcoming new member, Herb Lahout.  Herb is a great friend to the 505th and all airborne veterans.  He can be found in Normandie with his metal detector where he finds rounds of ammunition that he often sends to veterans and others who request it.  He also makes jump jackets as gifts for veterans.  

 

Ellen Peters 

Secretary/Treasurer
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 AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY
 
 
Jim Blankenship
Family & Friends 505RCT
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Jim Blankenship to Family 


	
	show details Apr 26 [image: image103.png]



	


	 

 

 

 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: D. MURPHY

Date: 4/26/2011 9:25:32 PM

To: Jim Blankenship

Subject: RE: New Member

 

WELCOME MR HERB
I will always remember the jump jacket you made for me this year, and I look forward to wearing it in France everywhere..
My father would be proud and thankful to you as well..So you gotta sign it in Normandy!!
ALL THE WAY,
Dion Murphy
Bob Murphys son,82nd A505


	From: 

Date: 5/15/2011 6:44:35 AM

To: 

Subject: Memorial day weekend 2011
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To all members of the 505th F&F,
 

memorial weekend will be in two weeks and members of our foundation

Remember September 1944 will visit Henri Chapelle(Belgium) cemetery on

Saturday and Margraten(Netherlands) cemetery on Sunday.

If you would like to have a rose placed at the grave of a fallen

friend or family member let us know and we will place a flower at that

Cross and send you a picture.

 

Best regards,

Frenk Derks van de Ven

Frits Janssen

-= www.rememberseptember1944.com =-

.
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Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

	From: vivianroger

Date: 5/15/2011 6:25:27 AM

Subject: Goodbye to Chris Heisler in Normandy
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This is the television broadcast of our ceremony for Chris Heisler.   We spread his ashes on the field where his plane crashed 6 June 1944.  May he rest in peace.  

http://www.2424actu.fr/actualite/2481104/#read-2481104

 Viv
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Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

Date: Sat, 14 May 2011 10:03:15 -0700
Subject: new bridge across Waalriver at Nijmegen
From: 508
To: 

011 at 6:43 AM
Subject: new bridge across Waalriver at Nijmegen
To: 



image of new bridge 

Dear friends,

I took these pictures on the location where the new Waalriver bridge at
Nijmegen will be build. The area is under construction now, houses are gone,
so is the Waalriver crossing memorial. It is stored at a safe location and
will be returned when the bridge is finished in 2013.

The new bridge will be called DE OVERSTEEK [or The Crossing], remembering
the heroic crossing by paratroopers from the 504th Regimenatl Combat Team on
20 September 1944

Will keep you posted

Grettings from overseas

Jan Bos
Nijmegen
Holland

	From: Jan Bos

Date: 5/14/2011 11:06:26 AM

To: undisclosed-recipients:

Subject: new bridge at Nijmegen

 

dear friends

 

a follow-up message about the new bridge at Nijmegen, the new bridge will be build about a mile west of the railroad bridge, opposite where the troopers from the 504th CT started their crossing on 20 September 1944.

 

The old highwaybridge was built in the 1933-1936 period, the bridge was opened in 1936 by the Dutch queen Wilhelmina, blown by Dutch engineers on 10 May 1940 when the Germans invaded Holland, rebuild by the Dutch and Germans in 1943, captured on 20 September 1944. Since then several repairs were made, but the bridge need more attention. When the new bridge will be opened, shortly afterwards the old highway bridge at Nijmegen will be modified and will be closed to traffic, then Nijmegen has three bridges: two road bridges and one railroad bridge.

 

greetings from overseas

 

Jan Bos

Nijmegen

Holland

 

 

	


 
Thanks Jan......It will be a sight to see.............and remember that day, long ago
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Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

From: Jan Bos
Date: 5/12/2011 3:39:06 AM

To: undisclosed-recipients:,

Subject: WW-II documentary

 

dear friends 

check out the message below and/or http://www.scetv.org/index.php/press/release/etv_presents_the_american_road_to_victory/
enjoy

 

Jan Bos 

Nijmegen Holland

TAPS Otis Sampson 1911-2011
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Jim Blankenship to Family 


	
	show details May 17 (13 days ago) [image: image118.png]
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Jim Blankenship
Family & Friends 505RCT
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From: Ellen Peters
Date: 5/17/2011 4:50:27 PM
To: Family and Friends of the 505th RCT
Subject: Passing of Otis Sampson
 
     It is with great sadness and heavy heart that I inform you that Otis Sampson stood in the door and made his final jump this morning.  John Perozzi, also of E Co., called and informed me of the sad news.                                      . 
     Otis was one of the finest people it has ever been my privilege to know.  He often expressed to me the feelings of love and admiration he had for all the men he served with in the 505th PIR.  He always referred to General Gavin as “our general” and Col. Vandervoort as “our Col.”.  He had such love, admiration, and respect for those men and his E Co. Officers as well.

     General Gavin referred to Otis as the “best mortar man in the division”.  And he must have been.  At reunions, I noticed the respect other mortar men had for Otis and wanted their picture taken with him.

      I don't think there was a man in 2nd Bttn who didn't know who Otis Sampson was.    Every time I meet a 2nd Bttn. Veteran and ask if they know Otis Sampson, they all say the same thing, “I love that man!”  Those words always fill me with pride to know such a man.  I think they all experienced a situation during the war when Otis was instrumental in saving their lives.  At the Volturno River in Italy, he kept F Co. from being cut off.  One of their lieutenants wrote a poem about the incident and gave it to Otis.  On D-Day, Otis and his mortar squad were instrumental in ensuring that Lt. Turnbull and his platoon were able to withdraw from Neuville-au-Plain and make their way back to St-Mère-Église.  

     I met Otis at the 505th reunion in 2005.   We became fast friends.  As he told me of his experiences in the war, several of his actions sounded so familiar to me.  I soon realized I had met the famed mortar man of whom I had read. He promised to send me a copy of his book, “Time Out for Combat”.  I gave him my address, but really thought at age 94, he would forget about his promise.  He did lose my contact information, but called Star Jorgensen and asked for my telephone number.  He called me to tell me he had not forgotten about me, but had lost my address.  He said, “I didn't want you to think I am not a man of my word.”  I assured him that thought never entered my mind.  We began Emailing each other several times a week.  His emails contained so much history; I set up a file on my computer just for his emails.   As we became closer, I remember having the thought, “What are you doing, getting close to a 94 year old man.”  But it was too late.  By then, I could not imagine Otis not being a part of my life. 

     Prior to the 2006 reunion, Otis told me he was not going to attend as the person who usually looks after him was unable to go.  I told him I would consider it a privilege to look after him.  After speaking with his family they agreed to put him in my care.  I managed to book us rooms right across the hall from each other.  I will never forget that reunion and what fun we had.  Fellow E Co. Veteran, Turk Seelye (the first 505 veteran I met) attended as well and I was in hog heaven getting to spend four days with those two wonderful men.  Upon returning to Dallas, I called Otis’ home to make sure he had returned safely.  He was still in route.  During my conversation with his wife, Marion, of almost 60 years at that time, speaking of Otis she said, “isn't he something?!”  I replied “He most certainly is”.

     At the 2009 reunion, we were at dinner one night, when Otis turned to me and said, “My first night on French soil, I thought of my country.  I thought of the French people and I thought, ‘I gotta do something….And I did!’”  I love that quote and entered it as my favorite quote on Facebook.   

     Last year we had the reunion at Ft. Bragg.  Otis was in his element.  I have never seen him so happy and excited.  All the active duty soldiers wanted to meet him.   He had everyone from privates to generals clamoring around him and he loved every moment.  The day we visited the 82nd Airborne Museum, an active duty soldier arrived with a copy of “Ready”.  He said he heard Otis Sampson was there and would like to get his autograph.  This young man was also a mortar man and had seen combat in Iraq.  We were gathered around a 60 mm mortar and there wasn't a thing about that weapon that Otis had forgotten.  It was fascinating to me to listen to a conversation between a WWII combat soldier and a War on Terror soldier.  

     Otis was really looking forward to attending our 2011 reunion at Ft. Benning.  When I attended his 100 birthday party in January, he expressed his excitement over returning there.  And boy did he have stories about his time there!  A few weeks after turning 100, he lost his beloved Marion.   I believe loosing her was too much for his heart to take.  Otis met Marion after he was wounded in Normandy.  He was sent to a hospital in Wales.  He was wounded in the arm, so at night he was run the five miles into town to attend the dances there.  That was where he met his beloved Marion.  He told me those nightly runs were what kept him in shape for the Holland jump.

     After the war, he sent for Marion.  She came over to the United States and they married.  They were living in Florida at the time.  I think we have all heard tales of what a ladies man Otis was at that time.  Marion told me when she first arrived, they were walking along the beach and about every ten feet or so, some girl would speak to Otis.  Each time, Otis turned to Marion and said, “She’s like a cousin to me!”  We had a laugh over that.  I was so glad to finally meet Marion after talking to her on the phone so often.  She was the perfect wife for Otis.  Otis remained a ladies man until the end of his life.  At reunions, I have seen women from their 20’s to their upper 80’s flock to him.  

     There are several stories which show the character of this wonderful man.  Otis’ father left his mother with eight children to raise.  He re-married and fathered another son.  When that son became an adult, he looked up his half brothers and sisters.  Otis was the only one of the eight original siblings who would have anything to do with him.  Otis said to me, “What my father did didn’t have anything to do with him and I didn’t see why I should hold it against him.”  They became very close.  I met his half brother at Otis’ 100th birthday party in January.  One could clearly see the love they have for each other.  It brought tears to my eyes.

     In Italy, Otis’ platoon had a replacement lieutenant.  This man did not treat his men well and failed to perform his duty in combat.  Otis was ordered to do a write up of the action.  He began writing about what had occurred when he thought to himself, “This man may have children one day and I would hate for those kids to read that their father was yellow, so I wrote that he was pinned down by machine gun fire.”  

     Years after the war, at one of the reunions, some of the E Co. officers offered to make Otis an honorary officer, so he could sit with them.  Otis’ reply?  “My place is with my men.”   That’s how he felt.  Prior to each combat jump, and Otis made all four, Otis prayed for his men.  He told me once, “I never made a bunch of promises to God if he would let me live.  I wasn’t a choir boy and I knew I wouldn’t keep my promises.  I prayed for my men - that they would survive and I would lead them well.”  He told me he never had a man killed – wounded, yes – but, not killed.  I think that is a testament to his leadership skills.

     Otis was probably the most interesting man I have ever met.  He served in the horse cavalry in the 1930’s and rode the rails, traveling around the country looking for work.  I think he worked on every kind of ranch there is and picked every crop there is.  

     Otis is dearer to me than I could ever express in words.  Knowing him and being counted as one of his friends has been a great honor and privilege and a whole lot of fun!   I will miss him every day for the rest of my life.  My heart is broken, but I take solace in the knowledge that I will see him again one day.  I will never forget him and neither will the world.  His deeds and actions are recorded in the history books ensuring that his fame will live on, but I had the honor of knowing the man and what an experience that has been.

     So, God take back the soul of Otis L. Sampson, Staff Sgt, E Co.; 505th PIR, 82nd Airborne Division.  We loved him well.  He was my hero.  He was my friend.  

 

Ellen Peters

 

“He was a man; take him for all in all, I shall not look upon his like again.”

 

         -William Shakespeare

 
From: Colleen

Date: 05/17/11 22:02:47

To: Jim Blankenship  Ellen Peters

Cc: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: Re: Passing of Otis Sampson 1911-2011

 

Ellen, 

What a wonderful tribute to Otis.  Your love and respect was deeply embedded in this note.  It's so hard hearing that another one of our heros has passed.  I believe there are more of them with our Lord than there are here on earth.

I bet they were all there to welcome Otis, along with his dear wife.

As the daughter of 505 hero that had made all 4 jumps, I felt pride all over again just reading your wonderful tribute.  How lucky we all are to have been blessed with just knowing them.... after all, they were a great representation of the "Greatest Generation"!!!!

God's Blessings,

Colleen "Clancy"-Smith 

	From: Katie Troccoli < 
Subject: Taps Otis Sampson 1911 - 2011
To: "Family & Friends 505 RCT" < 
Cc: "Katie Troccoli" < "Airborne AndyAndersen" < "Chet Phillips" < "Jason Schmidt" < "Jean-Marie Lemoigne" < " Henri" < 
Date: Wednesday, May 18, 2011, 8:47 AM

Dear Friends,

 

Yesterday I received a phone call that I dreaded.  It was the familiar voice of John Perozzi Sr. giving me the sad news that our friend Otis Sampson had made his final jump.  It is with tear filled eyes and heavy heart that I write this note: 

 

The first time I met Otis was at Fort Bragg, North Carolina.  We were in the hospitality room at the hotel. As I walked past his table he reached out his hand to me taking mine in his.  He asked me what my connection was to the group Family and Friends of the 505.  "Honey, what's your connection".  I am sure I told him all about my Dad, and how much I missed him.  As we finished our conversation Otis kissed my hand and melted my heart.  I became a member of the Otis Sampson Fan Club right then and there.  We became fast friends exchanging e mails and phone calls.  I knew, one day, my heart would be broken, as time would take him from me.  I did not care.  I just hoped that time would never come.  Perhaps it never will as Otis will forever live on in my heart.

 

I want to celebrate Otis.  I am thankful for the privilege of knowing him and calling him my friend.  It was an honor to be in his company.  Otis will forever be in my thoughts and prayers.  I imagine he was greeted in heaven by a host of friendly Airborne faces as well as his wife Marion, who went before him.  Just like our reunions they gather in heaven.

 

Below I have altered the press release from Otis's 100Th Birthday.  I don't believe I could write a better tribute to this wonderful man.

 

Otis,

 

Blue Skies, Soft Landings, Airborne All The Way!

 

Your Forever Friend,

 

Katie, a paratrooper's daughter & friend         

 

 

WWII Airborne Normandy Vet

 

Otis Sampson, 82d Airborne: On 6 June 1944, then Sgt Sampson, jumped into Normandy as part of the 82d Airborne Division spearhead ahead of the seaborne invasion. Otis Sampson had joined the Army as a teenager in the 30's as a horse cavalryman-a point he always mentioned as the reason he was able to endure Airborne training. He bought himself out of the cavalry for $85 when they became mechanized and joined the Airborne after Pearl Harbor because he wanted to be with the best in addition to the extra $50 a month he received in jump pay. He earned it. Sgt Sampson participated in all four combat jumps-Sicily, Salerno, Normandy and Nijmegen. Along the way, he collected a Bronze Star with V for Valor and two Purple Hearts. Gen Gavin, the Commanding General of the 82d, recognized him as the "best mortar plt sgt in the Division." Sgt Sampson personally played the infantry mortar like a finely tuned instrument and was instrumental in stopping numerous German counter-attacks. On the morning of the 6th of June, just North of St Mere Eglise, the key objective of the 82d on D Day, Sgt Sampson personally scouted the German positions threatening the extended American line and engaged with mortars an overwhelmingly numerical enemy force about to attack and rupture the tenuous toe hold the 82d had achieved. The extreme accuracy of his platoon's response brokeup the German counter-attack and preserved the position. Additionally, Sgt Sampson, with his ever-present Thompson sub-machine gun, personally cleared several hedgerows of the German remnants. The battalion commander, Major Ben Vandervoort, requested a Silver Star for Sgt Sampson but it was lost and never awarded. By the end of the war, Sgt Sampson was recognized throughout the Division as "the mortar artist." Sgt Sampson was discharged at the end of the war and as part of "The Greatest Generation," took up civilian life, raised a family and reaped the rewards for which he fought so hard and so well. At one hundred years of age, Sgt Sampson reflected that while what he did then was good, his whole life has been greater. We have lost a truely great American Hero  and one of the last residue's of what has made our Nation great! 
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From: Paratom
Date: 5/18/2011 7:28:14 AM

To: 

 

Ellen, I discovered this letter from Mayor Renaud to General DeGaulle last year in the National archives.  As far as Maurice Renaud and I can figure it has never been published. I sent a copy to Maurice and he graciously translated it into English. I am sure many 505 PIR personnel would like to see it.

Can you post it on the 505 ff and 508 ff. Thank you sorry to hear of the passing of Otis Sampson. Will be in Austin from 23 June to 26 June and Dallas from  27 till 29 June.

All the best.
                                                                                                                                                       Tommy McArdle

-----Original Message-----
From: malren < 
To: Tommy Mcardal [Tommy reenactor la Fiere] < Lavernhe [Fleurs de memoire] < 
Cc: jacques Pere BOSSIERE [BOSSIERE] < jeff stoffer [american legion editor] < 
Sent: Wed, May 18, 2011 5:02 am
Subject: Tr: Mayor Renaud Letter

> Objet : Tr: Mayor Renaud Letter
> 
> 

 Letter discovered by chance in US archives by TOMMY MC ARDLE
> 
>  
> > Objet : Mayor Renaud Letter
> > 
> > 

FROM THE MAYOR OF SAINTE MERE EGLISE

TO

MONSIER LE COMMISSAIRE DU GOUVERNEMENT

DU GENERAL DE GAULLE

 

SUBJECT:  REQUEST FOR A FRENCH CITATION FOR THE TWO AIRBORNE BATTALIONS; WHICH LANDED IN SAINTE MERE EGLISE

 

Monsieur le Commissaire,

 

       Monday June 5th, around 23 hr 30, in the thundering noise of large aircraft flying at low altitude, and in the lights of a house burning, the American paratroopers landed in Sainte Mere Eglise.  

       They were the first allied troops to set afoot on the soil of our enslaved country. 

They belonged to two battalions:  the second and third battalions of the 505 PIR of the 82nd A.D. under the command of Colonel Benjamin H. Vandervoort and Lieutenant Edward C. Krause.

       Upon their landing, they were machine gunned by a group of Flak soldiers who camped on a park located near the city square.  At dawn, these Flak troups under the command of Koller Staicht were pushed out of the town and settled in the village of Fauville, south of Sainte Mere Eglise. 

       During the next 48 hours, the two airborne battalions, who already suffered heavy casualties during the first night; 

(distance of 8 kilometers from the sea, surrounded by enemy forces; to the south: in Fauville, to the north: in Neuville au Plain by two battalions of the 1050 Herman infantry division well equipped with canons and tanks, to the east: towards the sea, by two companies of fanatical Georgians who will fight to the last man) 

will resist alone with their guns, two heavy machine guns and two canons delivered by gliders.

       These American soldiers (I was able to observe them during battle) spoke and walked quietly, smoking their cigarettes and chewing gum as they hugged the town walls, reacting with cool under constant fire from the German artillery located in Azeville and St. Martin.

       In the evening of June 6th, from the ditch where I took refuge with my family, I sensed that the front line was getting closer to us.  The two German battalions in Neuville au Plain and the troops of Captain Keller attacked the 505.  All through the night of June 6th, the battle was ferocious.  The Germans got close to the northern entrance of the town.  The paratroopers were even fighting with knives.  One paratrooper I talked to told me “We attack.  Reinforcements from the sea will get here around 06:00.  Everything is O.K.”

       That same evening, they were still waiting for reinforcements.  One soldier told me “There is some delay, the sea is very rough.”  As the women were crying and saying; “Please don’t abandon us”, he replied with a large smile “We never give up, we would rather die here.” 

       A witness told me that he saw some paratroopers riding horses at full speed to rush at the defense of the threatened part of the town.  After the battle, several dead horses were lying in the center of the town.  

       When at last, the troops arrived from the sea, and we were so happy to hear the tanks rolling on the road from Ravenoville, the paratroopers were running out of ammunition.  They told us; “We can only use our guns when we are very close to target and we cannot waste any ammunition.  After that our only defense will be bayonettes and knives.”

       48 hours after their arrival, the airborne men had accomplished a fantastic success.  These two airborne battalions had destroyed the German troops:  in the north: two battalions, in the south: one battalion and one Flak group, in the east: two companies of Georgians who fought to the last man, sheltered in the castle of Beuzeville au Plain.  They also destroyed 8 German tanks.  

       The airborne soldiers suffered very heavy casualties.  During all that time, the battalion medic Lyle B. Putman was taking care of our wounded as if they were American soldiers.  I am asking you, Monsieur le Commissaire du Gouvernement, if it would be possible to solicit General de Gaulle, who knows what bravery means, to give to these brave soldiers, who first of all, defeated the Germans on French soil, the Citation which gives them the right to wear on their uniform the French Fourragere. 

       I believe that their sacrifice will feel lighter to them if they get the right to put on their regiment flag this sign of the French gratitude.  

       In their coming battles, these paratroopers will fight with even more bravery with pride to be the airborne troops which France distinguished as: 

“Bravest among the Brave”

 

Signed The Mayor of Sainte Mere Eglise

 

 

Alexandre Renaud

 

 

Translation by Maurice Renaud

I believe; this letter was sent by my father; as early as July,1944. 

Please don’t hesitate to share with airborne friends> 
> > 
	-------Original Message-------
 

From: Ellen Peters

Date: 5/19/2011 10:32:39 PM

To: Family and Friends of the 505th RCT

Subject: Fw: Otis S

 

Jim,

 

I received the below from Heni Jean.  Please post to F&F.  I arrive in Paris at 6:45 am Sunday,  I will try and attend the service.

 

Ellen

 

 

 

----- Forwarded Message ----
From: Henri-Jean Renaud < 
To: Peters Ellen < 
Sent: Thu, May 19, 2011 4:34:32 AM
Subject: Otis S
One more sad new. One more missing. Thank you for the attachment and specially the picture where you are with Otis, with tow beautiful smiles.
As I told to Star Jorgensen who sent me also an e-mail I will ask for a memorial mass next Sunday in Sainte Mère Eglise church.       I look forward seing you soon.
                                 Henri Jean Renaud
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 AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY

 

 

Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

From: Ellen Peters
Date: 5/20/2011 1:11:10 AM

To: Family and Friends of the 505th RCT

Subject: Dues

 

Family and Friends Members,

 

Dues for fiscal year July 1, 2011 to June 30, 2012 are due on July 1.   The annual dues are $12.00 USD.
 

WWII 505 RCT veterans, widows of WWII 505 RCT veterans, and Honorary Members are not required to pay dues.  All others are.  Your dues are critical to our FF505RCT operations and reunions.  
 
If you wish to remain on the roster, kindly send your dues to:
 
                    FF 505 RCT Assn.
                    
                    Dallas, TX 75229-3805
 
You may pay multiple years in advance if you wish.  Donations are gratefully accepted.
 
Please note I will be leaving for France on May 21 and return June 9.  If you have any questions about your prepaid status, I will answer them upon my return.  I will be available to collect dues from our foreign members during my trip.  Due will be 8.5 Euros.
 
 
Ellen Peters - Treasurer
	From: Katie Troccoli

Date: 5/20/2011 3:12:26 PM

To: Ellen Peters;  Family & Friends 505 RCT  Jim Blankenship  hjyv.Renaud Henri;  Jean-Marie Lemoigne  Tammy Miller

Subject: Fw: Otis Sampson Sr. Funeral service that you can view on-line
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--- On Fri, 5/20/11, Sandra Sampson < wrote:


From: Sandra Sampson < 
Subject: Fw: Otis Sampson Sr. funeral service that you can view on-line
To: 
Date: Friday, May 20, 2011, 12:36 PM



--- On Fri, 5/20/11, Sandra Sampson < > wrote:


From: Sandra Sampson < 
Subject: Otis Sampson Sr. funeral service that you can view on-line
To: " 
Date: Friday, May 20, 2011, 1:06 PM

Event Webcast Confirmation
Forest Lawn Cathedral City
Otis Little Sampson, Sr.
This email serves as confirmation of your recently scheduled event. The event details are as follows:
Before You View:
If you are new to viewing our live and archived broadcasts please use this link to ensure your system has the latest version of Silverlight.
http://www.microsoft.com/getsilverlight
Presented by: Forest Lawn Cathedral City
Broadcast Date: 05/23/2011
Broadcast Time: 3:00 PM
Time Zone: Pacific Time
Title: Otis Little Sampson, Sr. 

Please click on the link below to view the broadcast.
http://www.eventbywire.com/viewevent/?id=395-264
Event ID: 395-264
Password: Otis
Thank you,
The Event By Wire Team
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 AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY

 

 

Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

 
From: Ellen Peters

Date: 5/19/2011 10:32:39 PM

To: Family and Friends of the 505th RCT

Subject: Fw: Otis S

 

Jim,

 

I received the below from Heni Jean.  Please post to F&F.  I arrive in Paris at 6:45 am Sunday,  I will try and attend the service.

 

Ellen

 

 

----- Forwarded Message ----
From: Henri-Jean Renaud < 
To: Peters Ellen < 
Sent: Thu, May 19, 2011 4:34:32 AM
Subject: Otis S
One more sad news. One more missing. Thank you for the attachment and specially the picture where you are with Otis, with tow beautiful smiles.
As I told to Star Jorgensen who sent me also an e-mail I will ask for a memorial mass next Sunday in Sainte Mère Eglise church.       I look forward seeing you soon.
                                 Henri Jean Renaud
Here is the latest issue of the "PANTHER" newsletter.
 

 http://505rct.org/panther/panther.asp
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 AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY

 

 

Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

	From: Henri-Jean Renaud

Date: 5/29/2011 1:27:53 PM

To: family & friend;  Katie Troccoli   Peters Ellen

Subject: Otis

 

Dear friends
Here are pictures taken this morning at Sainte Mere Eglise church in memory of Otis Sampson. Ellen Peters was arrived just in time to participate to the memorial mass. She will probably report it with details to all F&F members.                      Henri Jean Renaud
 

 


	

	



﻿ ﻿ 

 AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY

 

 

Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT
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-------Original Message-------
 

From: Jim Blankenship

Date: 6/20/2011 9:38:56 PM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT  Jim Blankenship

Subject: Glad to see that the second CMH goes to another Airborne Soldier! 2nd to a living recipient since Vietnam.

 

	Thanks Tim................I will forward this on to F&F 505RCT............Jim

 

 

 

 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Tr

Date: 6/20/2011 8:30:33 AM

To: 

Subject: Fwd: Anet 290 - Ranger Leroy Petry will receive Medal of Honor in July

 

Glad to see that the second CMH goes to another Airborne Soldier!  2nd to a living recipient since Vietnam. 

 

Tim

www.ww2dday.com  

 



From: fso 
Sent: 6/18/2011 11:41:47 A.M. Eastern Daylight Time
Subj: Fwd: Anet 290 - Ranger Leroy Petry will receive Medal of Honor in July

 

FYI,
Frank


-----Original Message-----
Date: Fri, 17 Jun 2011 11:06:18 -0400
To: 
Subject: Anet 290 - Ranger Leroy Petry will receive Medal of Honor in July
From: "National Ranger Memorial Foundation" < 
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The National Ranger Memorial Foundation, Inc. www.rangermemorial.org
Anet 290 - Ranger Leroy Petry will receive Medal of Honor in July 

Jonnie Melillo Clasen - Anet editor since November 2009

Editor's Note: Content for the following story was compiled from Army News Service sources. The photo is courtesy of the 75th Ranger Regiment.

[image: image189.jpg]Ranger Leroy A. Petry

will receive Medal of Honor

during July 12 ceremony

SFC Leray A. Petry, an Army
Rangerwha lost part of his right arm thrawing an
armed grenarle away from his fellow soldiers, wil
become the second living M edal of Honar recipient
from the Iraq and Afghanistan conflicts

Petry, 31, wha has two Bronze Stars and three
Armmy Cornmendation Medals, will be awarded the
Medal of Hanor by President Barack Ohama during
auly 12, 2011, White House ceremany.

suppart when another grenade landed only
a fewfeet from Higgins and Robinson

Battefield reports stated, *Recognizing
the threat that the enermy grenade posed to
his fellow Rangers, Petry, despite his own
wounds and with complete disregard far his
personal safety, consciously and deliberately
risked his lfe to move to and secure the live
enemy grenatle and consciously throw the grenade
away from his fellow Rangers.”

As Petry tried to throw the grenade away from
Higgins and Robison, it detonated, amputating his
vight hiand and part of his lawer arm. After placing a
tourmiguet on his arm, he reported that he had been
wounded again and hegan engaging the enerny in
small ams fire.

The Medal of Hanor is being awarded to
Petry, who has served twa tours in Irag and
sixin Afghanistan, for his courageous actions
during cormbat aperations in Paktya,
Afghanistan on Memorial Day, May 26, 2008

His actions on that day were part of a
rare daylight raid against an insurgent
campound in a volatie border province of
southern Afghanistan

“It's very humbling to knowthat the guys
thought that much of me and my actions that
day to nominate me " said Petry upon
learning he had been nominated for the
Medal of Hanor,

A staff sergeant at that time, Petry was
assigned to COD, 2nd BN, 75th Ranger
Regiment at Joint Base Lewis-McChord, Wash

Onthat Memorial Day in 2008, Petry was to
serve as senior noncormmissioned officer once a
target building had been secured. Recognizing ane
of the assault squatls needled assistance in clearing
the building, Petry moved to the squad to provide
aditional guidance

VWhen a portian of the building had been
secured, Petry and assault squad member PFC
Lucas Robinson entered the compound's caurtyard
toclear it.

As they entered an open area, Petry was hit by a
round that passed through both his legs. A separate
round hit Robinson in his side plate

After Petry relayed the message that two
wounded Rangers were in the caurtyard, SGT
Daniel Higgins moved taward them and was
assessing their wounds when an enemy grenade
wasthrawn into the area, wounding Higgins and
Robinson

SSG James Roberts and SPC Christopher
Gathercole were moving into the area to provide

Gathercole was fatally wounded in the ensuing
firefight

Mernher's of Petry's company said his actians
saved the lives of at least four soldiers. “We would
have been seriously wounded or kiled,” i nat for
Petry's actions, said Higgins

Petry will be the ninth saldier to receive the
Medal of Hanor for actions in Irag and Afghanistan
He and former Medal of Hanor recipient SSG
Salvatore Giunta will be the orly living recipients.

Petry is currently a liaison afficer forthe US
Special Operations Command Care Coalition-
Northwest Region in Washington state. He warks
withwounded warriors, sick service mermbers and
their families.

A native of Santa Fe, NM , Petry joined the Army
in Septernber 1999, After completing training and
graduating from the Ranger Assessment and
Selection Pragram at Ft. Benning, he was assigned
to2nd BN, 75th Ranger Regiment.

Petry and his wie Ashley have four children,
Brittany, Austin, Reagan and Landon




See story at http://www.505RCT.org/associations/email/images/anet_moh_petry_jpg.jpg
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	JOHN...........
 

THIS IS ALL I HAVE ON SGT. JOHN W. ROBERTS...........
AS YOU CAN SEE THERE WERE TWO JOHN W. ROBERTS IN THE 82ND.505PIR
GLM SVC  Roberts John W 6268037   DOW-N 3 20 ROH 
16407 F  Roberts Billy A 39121799  N NI 11   VA#3 N        
32933 I H Roberts George C 0-1320775  H D=8-24-73 15 21           
 456HHB  Roberts George W O-2045221    17          Straford-on-Avon Eng CV37 6XJ
40/45 1HHC  Roberts Gordon I 32658684    4   DIR#12 N        
GLM SVC  Roberts John W 6268037   DOW-N 3 20 ROH          
SO26 456B  Roberts John W 33684957    19
16407 1HHC  Roberts Perry L 18076558  S D=4-30-74 4 21           

 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: John Sparry

Date: 6/4/2011 4:52:38 PM

To: Family and Friends of the 505 RCT;  Jim Blankenship

Cc: ranc

Subject: s/Sgt John W Roberts 505 PIR

 

Hello Family, Friends and Veterans,

The person who cares for Sgt. Roberts grave is looking for any possible background on the man. Please see below...

John Sparry
www.505RCT.org
---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: <franck
Date: Wed, May 25, 2011 at 1:21 PM
Subject: s/Sgt John W Roberts 505 PIR
To: jsparry


Hello from Normandy France ,

I wonder to know if someone could provide some informations on SSgt John W
Roberts  505 PIR HQ /3 KIA in Normandy ASN 06268037.
I have  afirend here in Normandy who take care of his grave at the
Colleville cemetery and each year for the Memorial Day he lay some flowers
at the grave site , he will be glad if you can provide a photo or a
contact with someone who knew him ;

thank you very much of any kind help that you will provide .

best regards
Franck





-- 
John Sparry
author of Jump Commander
Combat with the 82nd Airborne Division in WWII

 
	[image: image136]





	[image: image138.png]


Reply
	[image: image139.png]


Reply to all
	[image: image140.png]


Forward
	
	
	


[image: image141.png]


Reply
[image: image142.png]



	[image: image143.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "https://mail.google.com/mail/images/cleardot.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image144.png]


franck franck to me 


	
	show details Jun 4 
	


Hello John , 

 

Thank you for your answer !

Yes I will be in ste Mère Eglise area , I spent the two last days there and going back today !

If I meet her in ste Mère I will say hello for you !

Anyway if someone in the future could find something (especially a photo), do not hesitate to come back to me !

 

Thank you very much for your help, if I can help you for something , feel free to ask me !

 

Best from Normandy 

Franck

 

De : John Sparry

Date : samedi 4 juin 2011 22:55

À : Franck

Objet : Re: s/Sgt John W Roberts 505 PIR

 
Hello Franck,

I have forwarded your request onto our association. Hopefully we will be able to help.

Please thank your friend for caring for Sgt. Roberts' grave. We really appreciate it.

Will you be in Ste. Mere Eglise for the D-Day celebrations? Ellen Peters from our association is there. She is very kind. Perhaps you will meet her.

All the best,


John Sparry

www.505RCT.org
On Wed, May 25, 2011 at 1:21 PM, <franckmaurouard wrote:

Hello from Normandy France ,

I wonder to know if someone could provide some informations on SSgt John W
Roberts  505 PIR HQ /3 KIA in Normandy ASN 06268037.
I have  afirend here in Normandy who take care of his grave at the
Colleville cemetery and each year for the Memorial Day he lay some flowers
at the grave site , he will be glad if you can provide a photo or a
contact with someone who knew him ;

thank you very much of any kind help that you will provide .

best regards
Franck





-- 
John Sparry
author of Jump Commander
Combat with the 82nd Airborne Division in WWII

Dear Joe.............
 

I have tried several times to get more information on your father which I sent to you back in 2008. I have not been able to get any more information on him.

I have asked this question to many of the WWII veterans at our past several Airborne reunions and they did not remember him. The war has been over for 66

Years and these men are in their 90s and it is difficult for them to remember. I am 76 years old and  my memory has suffered in the past few years. 

You might want to contact the army for some help.

 

AIRBORNE<

 

JIM

 

 

Jim Blankenship

Past President & Founder

Family & Friends 505RCT Assn.

 

 

 

	From: Joe Rosa

Date: 7/9/2011 12:09:49 PM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: Help, please
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To Whom It May Concern:
 

I wrote, back in 2008, to a Mr. Dominic Biello, was trying to find any info on my father's time with the 82nd, during WW 2.  Mr. Biello said you might be able to help me.  He wouldn't say much about anything.  I found his discharge papers and this all it had on it:
 

Joseph Sylvester Rosa
31 208 147
PFC
MOS 7641
Expert Rifle, Oct 42
Combat Infantryman Badge, 15 Aug 44
Battles & Campaigns
Sicily, Naples, Foggia, Normandy, Rhineland, Ardennes, Central Europe, (what was this?)
 

Decorations & Citations
Purple Heart w Oak Leaf Cluster, (?), CO 32, Bq 505 PIR, 11 Jun 45,
European, African Middle Eastern Theatre Campaign Ribbon, (?), with Bronze Service Arrowhead, Distinguished Unit Badge, CO 26 Hq FUSA, 17 Jun 44.
 

Total length of Service
US
6 MO, 13 days
Foreign
2 yrs, 0 MO, 15 days
 

Discharged, 507th, Co D, 9/26/45
 

I know he served time in the stockade for AWOL time, but he never said anymore about it.
 

If there's any way to find out what Bat, Co, Platoon, Squad, what ever, he served in, it would be much appreciated.  I've also been trying to find a shoulder patch from his time serving, with no luck.  Is there any way to obtain replacement ribbons or medals he may have earned?  Thank you for your time,
 

Joseph R. Rosa
USN (Ret.)
IRON MIKE ceremony HONORING THE PARATROOPERS AND MEDICS FRED MORGAN AND PINKY PINKSTON 505PIR.
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Jim Blankenship to Family 


	
	show details Jun 5 
	


	 

Subject: June 5
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IRON MIKE ceremony HONORING THE PARATROOPERS AND MEDICS FRED MORGAN AND PINKY PINKSTON 505PIR.
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Herbert Lahout
 
Sugar Hill, New Hampshire 03586 
cell  office 
skype: Herb Lahout
business website www.lahoutspd.com
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 AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY

 

Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

Fwd: Holle-Wm. Jackson-80th AA
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	show details Jul 11 
	


-----Original Message-----
From: Kathy Holle < 
To: Bob Burns < 
Sent: Mon, Jul 11, 2011 12:05 pm
Subject: (no subject)

Bob,my Dad`s best friend was Sgt William Jackson Hq who was awarded The Bronze Star in Oct 1944, Holland campaign. He died of cancer in March 1956 and was buried in Rowlesburg West Virginia during a blizzard. This blizzard prevented my Dad from driving a car or taking a train so in order to make it to the funeral he borrowed money and flew from Wis to West Virginia and returned home with Jackson`s wool coat which my Mom put in plastic and we still have today.His picture has been in my parents living room ever since I can remember and on the back was his hometown which I got on the internet and found they have a WW2 museum and reenactment. Not bad for pop.611, I called the VFW Ladies Aux and got hold of the mayor who found a nephew of  Jackson`s wife.....I explained who I was and was looking for relatives so I can return this coat....or bring it to the VFW of Rowlesburg. The nephew igave me Bill`s oldest of four children address whom I have contacted and lives near Detroit,Mich. I called him on the phone March  1st and  at first he didnt believe me but I left my phone and email..........June 7 he calls back saying he had seen a documentary of Dday and wanted to talk. His last memory of his father was outside the hospital with his Dad waving goodbye......when I called ...this set him back...he had not opened the box in 20 years which contained his Dad`s medals,Ike jacket and one picture. This picture was of Bill and my Dad at Oadby race track,Leicester England. We have emailed and my wife and I are bringing the coat to Sterling Hts, Mich. in August. The past ten years this coat and my Dad`s Ike jacket have been on display and taken to veterans day programs at various highschools in our area by Tom Vandeberg...retired police officer ...fam friend... and ww2 collector but now he`s happy the coat will finally be heading "home". I am searching for info of Sgt Jackson`s Bronze star.....morning after reports..etc any info will help. Thank`s for your time......Rick


	From: Ellen Peters

Date: 7/28/2011 5:32:22 PM

To: Family and Friends of the 505th RCT

Subject: New Members

 

Please join me in welcoming new members Kathryn Du Fresne and Richard Holle.  

 

Kathryn is the daughter of beloved Chaplain George B. Wood.  

 

Richard is the sone of Lyon Holle of the 80th AA Btn.

 

Ellen Peters
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 AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY

 

 

Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

	From: BRUCE

Date: 8/3/2011 10:45:36 PM

To: 'Jim Blankenship'

Subject: RE: New Members Kathryn and Richard
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Kathryn and Richard,  
Welcome to our  group!
While we have not shouldered the burden of duty like our fathers did;
we do shoulder the burden  of keeping their memory alive, especially
the brotherhood that bonded them in combat.
As I have shared with some in our group...
My late father rarely spoke of his being a paratrooper; yet on his dresser,
In a jewelry box, I recall many items that spoke of the 505.  These items were insignia
including his jump wings among other items.   A Charter membership card to the 82nd
Airborne Association...
I trust that I will continue to honor my father by remembering his sacrifice in WWII.
Bruce Robinson
Son of Walter B. Robinson 3/505 Hdqrts Co.  1943-1945
 
 
From: Jim Blankenship [mailto: 
Sent: Tuesday, August 02, 2011 3:53 PM
To: Family & Friends 505 RCT
Subject: New Members
 

	-------Original Message-------
 

From: Ellen Peters
Date: 7/28/2011 5:32:22 PM
To: Family and Friends of the 505th RCT
Subject: New Members
 

Please join me in welcoming new members Kathryn Du Fresne and Richard Holle.  
 
Kathryn is the daughter of beloved Chaplain George B. Wood.  
 
Richard is the sone of Lyon Holle of the 80th AA Btn.
 
Ellen Peters
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 AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY
 
 
Jim Blankenship
Family & Friends 505RCT
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 AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY

 

 

Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

	Jim Blankenship to Family 


	
	show details Aug 10 
	


	From: Jim Blankenship

Date: 8/4/2011 3:43:10 PM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: New Members Kathryn and Richard
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	From: BRUCE

Date: 8/3/2011 10:45:36 PM

To: 'Jim Blankenship'

Subject: RE: New Members Kathryn and Richard
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Kathryn and Richard,  
Welcome to our  group!
While we have not shouldered the burden of duty like our fathers did;
we do shoulder the burden  of keeping their memory alive, especially
the brotherhood that bonded them in combat.
As I have shared with some in our group...
My late father rarely spoke of his being a paratrooper; yet on his dresser,
In a jewelry box, I recall many items that spoke of the 505.  These items were insignia
including his jump wings among other items.   A Charter membership card to the 82nd
Airborne Association...
I trust that I will continue to honor my father by remembering his sacrifice in WWII.
Bruce Robinson
Son of Walter B. Robinson 3/505 Hdqrts Co.  1943-1945
 

﻿ ﻿ 

 AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY

 

Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT


John...We are all very sorry to hear about the passing of Cecil DePrist. Our condolences to his family.
Jiom

	From: John Jackson

Date: 8/11/2011 3:33:47 PM

To: 

Subject: Death
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Jim, You probably know by now but just in case, we lost another trooper on Monday 8th Aug. His name is Cecil DePriest. Was in the 505 in the Bulge..A very good friend of mine..Address;2117 Barterbrook Road, Staunton,Va. Visitation Friday and full Millitary funeral on Saturday. His daughter's email-       

Airborne, John Jackson
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 AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY

 

 

Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

WWII Nazi flag signed by 3 m3mbers of 82nd Airborn 505th PIR - photos attached

My stepfather gave me a large Nazi flag signed during WWII by 3 members of the 82nd who were injured during Operation Market Garden and recovering at Netley Hans Hospital in England. 

The 3 men who signed the flag are 

 

Les Hittepole
Arthur H. Ruyle (sp? may be Ruple) "Slide"
Nick Mancini
 

The note they wrote on the flag says they "tore it down in Holland 10/2/44" 

I would like to be able to verify that these men were in the 82nd and find out if by the grace of God any of them are still living.

Can you help me in any way to get these answers? 

NaziflagArthurRuyle.JPG

NaziflagLesHittepole.JPG

NaziFlagNickMancini.JPG

NaziFlagMessage.JPG

Naziflag1944.JPG

 

Peter M; Huegel

Glendale, AZ

 

 Your message has been sent.
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John Sparry to Family, Jim, On 


	
	show details 2:52 PM (0 minutes ago) 
	


Hello Peter,

Yes, they were all with the 505 of the 82nd Airborne, but sadly, they have all passed away.

Les Hittepole of 1HHC died in 1983
Arthur Ruyle also of 1HHC died in 1975
and Nick Mancini of HHC died in 1993

You certainly have a wonderful piece of history. Thanks for letting us know about it.

John Sparry
www.505RCT.org
Registration Form
2011 Reunion
 Family and Friends and 505th  RCT Assn; Family and Friends 508th  PIR Assn.
October 12 – 16, 2011, Columbus, GA
 
Registration Fee is $85.00 per person 
 
 
Name: _______________________________________________________________________
 
Address:________________________________​​​​​_______ Telephone: ____________________
 
City: _____________________________________State: _______________ ZIP: ____________ 
 
E-Mail ________________________________________Unit Affiliation ____________________
 
I will have _____ Guests. Their names are listed below for Identification.
 
1._________________ 2. _________________ 3. _________________ 4. _________________
 
Number of rooms needed. _______ Special Needs ___________________________
 
Please provide the following:
 
1.      Arrival Date ___________________ Time____________(AM/PM)
 
2.      Departure Date: ________________
 
Enclosed is: $ __________ Registration Fee for _________ Persons.
Hotel Reservation Information
You are responsible for making your own hotel reservations at the Holiday Inn North; 2800 Manchester Expressway; Columbus, GA 31904 by calling 877-410-6667 (toll free) or making them on the web site: www.holidayinn.com/columbus-north.  Be sure to mention that you are with the 505th and 508th reunion to get our group rate of $79 per night.  Reservations must be made by September 21, 2011 to receive this rate.  This rate includes a full southern buffet breakfast in the hotel restaurant.  The hotel is equipped with handicapped accessible rooms if needed and has a shuttle service to and from the Columbus airport.
REUNION REGISTRATION FEES WILL BE REFUNDED IN FULL IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO ATTEND BUT YOU MUST CANCEL YOUR HOTEL ROOM AT LEAST 24 HOURS IN ADVANCE TO AVOID ANY CHARGES.
 
Please send this entire page with your Registration Fee to:
Ellen Peters, 3630 Townsend Dr., Dallas, TX  75229.
Checks or Money Orders should be made payable to:
 “F&F 505th RCT Assn” or “F&F 508th PIR Assn”
	From: Keith Nightingale

Date: 8/25/2011 2:31:26 PM

To: Jim Blankenship  fderks  Ellen peters

Cc: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: Re: 1st Lt. Waverly W. Wray
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I can provide some second hand material,  I am sure there are first person vets that can provide much better than I but here is a start.
 

During the buildup to the 40th anniversary of D Day, I had the opportunity to meet Col (Ret) Ben Vandervoort-wartime cdr of 2-505, Waverly's unit.  I had many discussions with Ben and he was adamant that Waverly and Turner Turnbull were the two best Lt's in the division. (Turnbull held Neuville Au Plain on D Day)  If you read much about Ben, you will find that others in the unit considered him extremely hard on Lt's above all others so his placing of them in the top tier of soldiers is honor indeed.

 

Ben gave me a site tour of Waverly's action against the German's about 2 kilometers north and slightly west of St Mere.  His Company-he was XO-was ordered by Vandervoort to attack north to disrupt a building German counter attack-the 91st AirLanding Div. The company commander had been wounded and was partially incapacitated.  Waverly took it upon himself to scout forward and determine a good route as well as gauge the German strength.  Walking alone, ahead of his unit by almost a kilometer, on the west side of the Cherbourg-Carentan road, Waverly turned into a shaded sunken farm road.  He saw a German command group clustered together by a radio and ordered them Hande Hoch (hands up).  One German reached for a pistol and he killed all 8 with a single head shot.   Behind him, about 30 meters, two Germans rose and fired Schmeisser's at him-one nicking his ear.  Waverley calmly kneeled down, reloaded and killed both.  

 

He worked his way back to the friendly lines and instructed Otis Sampson and his 60 mortars on exactly where the German forces were concentrated.  Otis began to place exact rounds on the Germans and the potential for a attack by them quickly vanished.  Waverley made his way back to Vandervoort with a very bloody ear dripping down his cheek and neck where he reported what had occurred.  Vandervoort's comment was;  "Looks like they got pretty close to you Waverley."  "Not as close as I got to them," responded Waverley in his heavy Mississippi accent with a smile on his face.

 

Vandervoort was so taken by the action that the next day he had Wray retrace his steps with him.  They found the lane with the eight Germans still laying in the ditch.  Ben awarded him a Distinguished Service Cross but always thought the actions merited the Medal of Honor (CMH).  In the early 60's, Ben actually petitioned the Army to award the CMH with letters of recommendation from Ridgeway, Gavin and Sampson.  Ben showed me the paperwork at his house.  It was never awarded.  In virtually every discussion I had with Ben, he would never fail to bringup the issue of Wray and the CMH.  

 

As you probably know, Wray was killed as part of the assault on the Nijmegen Bridge-an action Ben told me was the most difficult fight for the 2-505 in all the war,

 

Clearly, Wray was an unusual and gifted soldier and to have Vandervoort so state speaks for itself.

 

                      Keith Nightingale

                      Col (ret) 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


 

On Sun, Aug 21, 2011 at 6:26 PM, Jim Blankenship < wrote:

	From: Frenk D. vd V.

Date: 08/21/11 08:50:33

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: looking for any info about 1st Lt. Waverly W. Wray D/505 82nd AB
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	Hello members of the family & friends of the 505th,
 
we are looking for any information about 1st Lt. Waverly W. Wray from D/505 who got killed on 19 September 1944 at Nijmegen during operation Market Garden. I hope there are still some D/505 veterans out there who would like to share there personal stories about this man. If anybody has some pictures of Waverly Wray they are more then welcome too!
We would like to make a story on our web site about him when we have gathered enough information about him.
 
Thank you in advance for your efforts.
 
All the best.
Frenk Derks van de Ven
Frits Janssen
 
-= www.rememberseptember1944.com =-


 
	From: 

Date: 9/2/2011 9:06:35 AM

To:   

Subject: Re: 1st Lt. Waverly W. Wray
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Hey Col Nightingale,

 

Thank's for the great story about Waverly Ray.  Sorry he didn't get that citation upgraded.  From what I've seen, that's what usually happens.  My former boy scout master, "Joe Farinholt" also known as "Lightning Joe" was the only enlisted man in WW2 to receive 4 Silver Stars.  Several years ago, MG (now General, as far as I know) Steve Blum (headed National Guard Bureau) was the division commander of the 29th Division.  I was at the annual banquet, and Joe was also there with his wife, (Roanoke, Virginia).  I think it was 2001 (same time as the Bedford, VA D-Day Monument was dedicated, next day).  Anyway, at the banquet, Blum made the announcement that Joe had been put it for the silver stars to be upgraded to the CMH.  I was sitting at my table with my friend Stew Bryant (historian).  I made the comment, "that's something".  Stew smiled, and a major in the 29th was sitting next to me and said, "yes, that's something".  I looked at him and said, "no, what's something is that guy was my boy scout master".  You should have seen the major's face!   On Joe's last award, (he had the anti-tank unit in the 175th Infantry) his crew had been killed. He single-handedly fired the gun himself and knocked the tread off the tank.  He ran back to his jeep to go and get air support. The machine gunner got him.  Joe made it back to the CP and almost crashed into the place from loss of blood.  The tank was finished off. And the war for Joe Farinholt was almost over.  He spent 2 years in a hospital in Staunton, Virginia recovering from the wounds of the 26 machine gun bullets that got him.  He had many of those wounds for the rest of his life as some of them wouldn't heal.  I never knew until the 50th anniversary that he'd even been in the war. In boy scouts he would say as we were out camping, "we did this when I was in the army".  Never talked about the war.  I saw him at the 29th's reunion as I'd learned he'd been in the 175th. The day before, I asked Sam Krausse if he knew him?  His answer was, "of course I know him. He's the only guy in the 175th to get 4-Silver Stars".  I said, "WHAT"????   I never knew he got the first one!  The next evening, he came into the chapter suite and had his ribbons on his hat.  I saw the clusters and said, "tell me how you got those".  All he said was, "I didn't like tanks".  He  got the first on near Isigny in Normandy.  When he died the obituary was done with help from the 29th Division's historian.  That's when I learned that Joe was the only enlisted recipient to get 4 of them.  They also told how the Secretary of the Army disapproved the upgrade.  I sent a letter to the editor of how upset I was and really didn't think that they would put it to print, "I was wrong".  I was upset as the 29th said that they were still going to resubmit it.  In my letter to the editor I said, "well it would have been nice if he could have gotten it while he was still alive.  And something like, "I wish the Secretary of the Army could see how this guy got around for the rest of his life".

 

Tim Roop

www.ww2dday.com  
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